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The power of hope 

THE RECENT EVENTS in Northern Ireland 
are a timely reminder of hope and hate. On one 
side there are those who seek to divide people 
along religious lines through violence, fear and 
hatred. On the other are those who want to build a 
new society, one that requires some compromise 
and humility, through breaking down divisions and 
suspicion. 

The way that the vast majority of people, both 
Catholics and Protestants, came together shows 
that HOPE can triumph over hate. Political and 
religious leaders, once at violent loggerheads, 
joined to reject the politics of hate in a manner that 
could not have been envisaged a few years ago. 

But this is the power of hope, a desire to sort 
problems out peacefully and a wish to live together, 
regardless of race, religion or politics. And as a result 
Northern Ireland has changed for the better. 

At the height of the unrest in Oldham in 
2001, the BNP proposed building walls to 
divide the Asian and white communities, as was 
commonplace in parts of Northern Ireland. 
It claimed that adopting the Northern Ireland 
approach was the only way that peace could return 
to the streets of the Greater Manchester town. 

But the lessons of Northern Ireland have taught 
us that dividing people along religious lines simply 
does not work. It reinforced difference and created 
breeding grounds for paramilitaries. It increased 
division, hated and fear. 

The BNP is entering the European election 
with the lie that people cannot live together 
peacefully, but the recent events in Northern 
Ireland prove that wrong. Against the prophets 
of doom, including those such as the BNP 
which dismissed the Good Friday Agreement as 
unworkable, the people of Northern Ireland are 
finding a way to live together peacefully. It is not 
an easy road and there will be many challenges and 
tensions to overcome but the vast majority of 
people appear committed to a common future 
together. And it is a lesson of HOPE from which 


we can all learn something. 


The big ask 

In this issue we are making “an ask” of all our 
readers: to donate a minimum of one hour of your 
time to the campaign against the BNP. Wherever 
you live in the UK there is a role for you to play. 

A significant BNP breakthrough in June will 
transform the political landscape for the worst 
and we must do everything we can to prevent it. 
Please, give us an hour of your time. Don’t wake up 
on 5 June thinking there was one more thing you 
could have done. ~= 


Dear reader, 


I AM WRITING this open letter to 
you because I need your help. With the 
European election only a few weeks 
away it is absolutely vital that we all do 
what we can to stop the BNP from 
winning seats in the European 
Parliament. A significant BNP victory 
would herald the era of four-party 
politics and the BNP, with its leaders 
who peddle race hate, division and fear, 
would become a lasting national threat, 
and one that will play out in the ballot 
box and in our communities. 

But they need not win. This election 
is being contested under proportional 
representation and so every vote 
counts. It is also a turnout election so 
we need everyone who opposes the 
BNP’s politics of hate to vote and 
convince others around them to vote. 

This month Searchlight is launching 
its “Donate an hour” initiative. We are 
asking all our readers and supporters to 
give us a minimum of one hour to help 
us stop the BNP. Towards the end of 
this letter I will give you five ways you 
can help stop the BNP. 

We are facing the biggest political 
challenge to date but if everyone who 
opposes the BNP’s message of hate 
does something then we can stop 
them. 


The BNP threat 
The threat from the British National 
Party in the forthcoming European 
election is very real. With just a small 
increase in the share of the vote the 
party secured at the last European 
election in 2004, the BNP could win 
three or more seats. Let there be no 
misunderstanding, a substantial 
breakthrough in the European election 
would change the British political 
landscape for years to come. 

And it would change for the worse. 

Each MEP is entitled to around 
£250,000 a year for staff and office 


support. Rather than benefiting voters 
in the region, the BNP would employ 
organisers to push its racist agenda in 
local and national elections. 

That’s exactly what it has done in 
London, where its representative on 
the London Assembly employs two 
people, the party’s deputy leader, Simon 
Darby, who lives in Wales, and its 
Essex organiser Emma Colgate, who 
lives in Thurrock. 

More importantly, a significant BNP 
breakthrough would fundamentally 
change the BNP’s fortunes and our 
ability to stop them. They would 
achieve a respectability and credibility 
that they can now only dream of. 

They would become regular fixtures on 
news programmes and we would no 
longer be able to pressurise the 
authorities to stop their activities. 

As MEPs, they would be able to 
intervene on any issue and in any 
community they wish. We only have to 
look back to Oldham a few years ago 
to see how this can play out on the 
streets, winding up communities and 
pitting neighbour against neighbour. 
Increased tensions, fears and violence 
will likely follow. 

Nick Griffin, leader of the BNP, 
needs to increase his 2004 vote in the 
North West from 6.4% to just 8.5%. 
Simon Darby only has to increase the 
BNP’s 7.5% vote in 2004 to 10.5% to 
take a seat in the West Midlands. 

And Andrew Brons requires his share 
of the vote to grow from 8% to 10.5% 
to take a seat in Yorkshire and The 
Humber. 

The BNP even pose a threat in the 
East Midlands and London. They need 
to double their 6.5% vote in the East 
Midlands but with 26% of the 
electorate having voted for the UK 
Independence Party in 2004, which is 
now a mere shadow of its former self, 


this is not unfeasible. The BNP might 


oe... 


only have polled 5.3% in London in 
last year’s London Assembly election 
but this could easily rise to the 
necessary 8.5% if inner London, which 
came out strongly for Ken Livingstone 
and Labour 12 months ago, remains at 
home this time. 

Turnout will be a major factor. 

Few people appear interested in the 
European election. A poll taken 
towards the end of last year found only 
3% even knew that there was an 
election this year at all. Most people 
who are interested probably dislike the 
EU all the same. 

In 2004 the BNP was prevented 
from winning through a high turnout, 
caused largely by all-out elections in 
the Metropolitan authorities in the 
North and West Midlands on the same 
day, and a huge vote for the UKIP. 
Neither of these factors are likely to 
benefit us this time. With no local 
elections in the urban areas of the 
North West, Yorkshire and The 
Humber and the West Midlands, 
turnout is likely to plummet. 

In 1999, when the European 
elections was held without other 
elections at the same time, turnout 
nationally was just 23%. It was even 
worse in the North West, where the 
biggest BNP risk is. Twelve of the 20 
local authorities with the lowest 
turnout were in Greater Manchester 
and Merseyside, with just 13% of 
people voting in Liverpool. 

If there is anything like a repeat of 
this turnout then we have little hope 
of stopping the BNP. One trade 
unionist in Burnley put it very 
succinctly at a recent meeting. If only 
one million of the five million 
registered voters in the North West 
bother to vote then Nick Griffin will 
only need 90,000 votes to get elected. 
And they will certainly get this. 

If two million people bother to vote, 


« 


On Saturday 7th March at the Chelmsford Diocesan Synod the strongest message possible was 


delivered to the residents of Essex and East London. 
We will not tolerate racist politics from the British National Party or any other party. We will co-operate 
with all organisations intent on ridding our society of racism. 
We call upon our major political parties to do all in their powers to address the social issues which 


Fe voters to vote for the BNP. 


We are proud to be members of the one human race with all its ethnic diversity which contributes 


to our rich and varied society. 


D 


The Right Reverend David Hawkins, Bishop of Barking 18 March 2009 


achieving a 40% turnout, then the BNP 
will need 180,000 votes. Suddenly it 
becomes more difficult for them. If 
there is a 50% turnout then the BNP 
will need 225,000, which surely is 
beyond their reach. 

Turnout is absolutely crucial. In a 
short election campaign we will try to 
depress the BNP vote but that is far 
more difficult, and time consuming, 
than turning out our anti-BNP vote. 
And this has to be our crucial task. 

A turnout of less than 30% and it will 
be virtually impossible to stop the BNP 
from winning seats. 


Mobilising 

It is against this backdrop that the 
HOPE not hate campaign is being 
organised. It will be our biggest and 
most sophisticated campaign to date. 
During May we are organising days of 
action and mass leafleting all across 
the country. So far we have activities 
organised in over 70 local authority 
areas, with more to be confirmed. 
Some will be small events, with just a 
handful of people, but others will 
mobilise hundreds. There is now a 
competition between Manchester and 
Liverpool for who can put more 
people on the street on 16 May. 
Wigan has set itself a target of 
delivering 50,000 newspapers and 
Barking and Dagenham is aiming for 
more than 250 people to take part in 
its day of action. 

However, we also recognise that we 
alone cannot defeat the BNP. The 
HOPE not hate campaign is working 
with a number of partners who have 
their own networks, among them trade 
unions and faith groups. If the trade 
unions can increase polling day turnout 
among their 750,000 members in the 
North West they can really influence 
the outcome. If these trade unionists 
can persuade their partners to vote, that 


will push up the turnout even further. 

We are working with all the main 
trade unions, often customising specific 
literature with messages that are 
pertinent to their members. 

Faith groups will be crucial. 

They have a credibility and authority in 
many of the communities where local 
politicians have disengaged. In Greater 
Manchester alone, the Anglican 
Church has over 500 full-time 
employees and a similar number of 
part-time workers, and the church as a 
whole has the largest community 
outreach project in the country. 

Give these people the arguments and 
tools to take the message to their 
congregations and we are really 
beginning to motor. 

The Jewish community is already 
organising. In parts of north London 
turnout among Jewish voters in 2008 
was almost 80%, largely mobilised 
based on the desire to defeat the 
BNP. A similar campaign in 
Manchester and Leeds is being 
organised and will obviously boost 
our vote. 


High stakes 

The stakes have never been higher. I’m 
presuming that you, as a reader of 
Searchlight, share my opposition to the 
BNP and its politics of hate. But now 
I must ask you to do a little bit more. 
If we are to defeat the BNP then we 
must all play a role, and we must do 

it now. 

We have to say to ourselves, and our 
friends: If not me, who? If not now, 
when? 

This is why I am asking you to 
donate a minimum one hour to fight 
the BNP. That’s my ask to you and 
I hope it will be your ask to your 
friends and family. 

Many of you could probably donate 
far more than an hour to the campaign, 


but even if it is only one hour it can 
make a difference. 

One hour is enough time to deliver 
150-200 leaflets or newspapers. It is 
enough time to address a union branch 
meeting or send an email to all your 
friends and family explaining why you 
are voting in this election and to urge 
them to do the same. 

If we all gave just one hour then we 
can do an enormous amount. If every 
Searchlight reader delivered at least 150- 
200 leaflets then over a million could be 
distributed. This could be doubled if we 
all found one other person to do it as 
well. This would be multiplied several 
times over if the 22,000 on our growing 
HOPE not hate email list also 
committed an hour. 

And if everyone donated just two 
hours during May then really anything 
is possible. 

We are building something very 
special this year at the HOPE not hate 
campaign. We are combining 
traditional anti-fascist campaigning 
with community organising. We are 
using new technology to bring in tens 
of thousands of new activists into the 
campaign in a way that the political 
parties cannot. We are doing all this 
because the threat is so real. 

I hope you will give me the hour 
and in the process play your part in 
the HOPE not hate campaign. Please 
don’t wake up on 5 June thinking 
there was one more thing you could 
have done. 

Yours in solidarity 


Nak Loa 


Nick Lowles > 


One+One 


A NEW INITIATIVE being 
introduced by the HOPE not hate 
campaign looks set to increase 
dramatically our ability to distribute 
our material in the run-up to the 
European election. 

One+One is a simple ask of everyone 
who opposes the BNP’s politics of hate. 
We are asking people to make a 

commitment to leaflet their own street 

plus one other. It’s that simple. 

Local organisers will drop off the 
appropriate number of leaflets or 
newspapers and people can decide to leaflet 

at whatever time is best for them. The only 

condition is that they complete the leafleting 
within two weeks. 

The One+One strategy is being tried out in several 
areas in the North West, including Rochdale, Oldham, 
Ribble Valley and Wigan. 

Rather than relying on one big mobilisation, or indeed 
the small hardcore of activists going out every day, this 
method of organising is a perfect way to spread the 
workload and increase the activist base. 

It is also the perfect accompaniment to our “Donate 
One Hour" initiative, as leafleting two streets is unlikely to 
involve more time than this. 

In Rochdale, the newly formed HOPE not hate group is 
looking to identify 150 people across the borough who 
will commit to doing their street plus one. Of course, 
some people might choose to do more than two streets, 
which is obviously better. In Oldham, our target is 250. 

If both these targets are achieved, we will distribute at 
least 22,500 newspapers in Rochdale and close to 40,000 
in Oldham. And what is better is that beyond the 
organising and delivery of material to our supporters, the 
burden is not falling on a few committed activists as has 
so often been the case in the past. 

In Wigan, we will be combining the One+One approach 
with the Day of Action. A large activist meeting in late 
April will encourage people to sign up to their streets. 
Large maps of each ward will be pinned to the wall and 
people will start to mark off their streets and surrounding 
areas. 

A big day of action on Saturday 16 May, when we hope 
to have over 100 people out, will mop up the areas not 
already committed. In this way we are confident that we 
can deliver as many as 50,000 newspapers across the 
borough. 

A One+One briefing paper is being produced to help 
local group organise such a campaign locally. You can get a 
copy by emailing me at nick@stopthebnp.org.uk. 


www.hopenothate.org.uk 


ways you can help 
the HOPE not hate 
campaign 


7. Donate one hour or 
more of activity. 


2. Sign up five friends to 
the campaign 
(available from the HnH website) 


3. Get your union involved 
in Union Friday. 


4. Make a donation to 
the campaign 


5. Set up a HOPE not hate 
group in your area 


Get involved 


| would like to donate some time to the HOPE 
not hate campaign 

[_] ONEHOUR 

|_| twoHours 

[_] FIVE HouRS 
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Please return to: Searchlight, PO Box 1576 Ilford IG5 ONG 


/ Delivering HOPE 
¢ inthecommunity 


The HOPE not hate campaign is organising key 
Days of Action across the country in May to maximise 
the anti-BNP vote in the European elections. 


So far we have over 70 events organised, with more to be 
announced shortly. 


Specific details of meeting points and times will released 
on our website (www.hopenothate.org.uk) in early 
April so if there is not an event organised in your 
Pe) ___ local area why don’t you register an interest and 
hh og SQ “___ wewill provide you with the materials and 
J ms ” “esi a oy = names of other volunteers in your area. 


xs Salford 23 May 


Tameside 23 May "Newcastle 24 May 


\ ——_— Manchester 16 May (7 Durham 23 May 
x Lz Stockport 10 May ’ Keighley 25 April 
a Harrogate 16 May 
DP», | _/ Bradford 24 May 
Ribble Valley 17 May — ‘/ Whitby 15 May 


ig Scarborough 15 May 

Leeds 17 May 

York 23 April 

Barnsley 21 April 

e@—_ Bridlington 15 May 
_,_ Doncaster 26 April 

\_ Sheffield 16 May 
Rotherham 10 May 


Derby 16 May 


Lincoln 25 May 
LP Nottingham 16 May 
Leicester 17 May 
Kettering 6 May 


( Northampton 10 May 


" = King’s Lynn 17 May 


Yarmouth 
9 May 


Lancaster 10 May 
Burnley 17 Ma 
Morecombe 25 May 
Hyndburn 24 May 
Preston 23 May 
Blackpool 9 May ~ 


9 
Blackburn 10 May mR 5 


Rossendale 10 May 


Sefton 24 May 4 
St Helens 17 May ae 


Liverpool 16 May 
Knowsley 23 May 


Warrington 9 May 
Ellesmere Port 24 May 
Chester 24 May 

Stoke 16 May 
Wolverhampton 9 May — 
Smethwick 9 May — 

West Bromwich 30 May — 
Dudley 31 May — 
Nuneaton 2 May r 
Birmingham 10 May 
Solihull 16 May 


Uttoxeter 10 May “Ie 


Burton 17 May 


1  “” 
: Bletchley 6 May 


i itn 1 May 

- Basildon 9 May 
~ Southend 30 May 
= Thurrock 17 May 


Coventry 9 May 
Cardiff 17 May 


. 


Walthamstow 23 May 
~f~_ , Redbridge 10 May 
/ /€ Havering 9 May 
beg é. Barking & 


Pon Dagenham 


A 16 May 


Enfield 9 May 
Hackney 16 May. __ 
2» Islington 23 May.> 


— 
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Student Sunda 
goes national 


By Nick Lowles 


STUDENT SUNDAY took on a national 
dimension last month after the 
National Union of Students (NUS) 
threw its support behind the initiative. 

On Sunday 10 May, students across 
the country will do their bit to help the 
HOPE not hate campaign by 
distributing our material in their local 
communities. What originated as an 
idea at Manchester University earlier 
this year is now set to become national 
after Wes Streeting, President of the 
NUS, endorsed it. 

In a video address sent to 210,000 
students, Wes urged them all to join 
the HOPE not hate campaign. 

“The NUS is proud to support the 
HOPE not hate campaign,” Wes told 
the students. “The BNP stand against 
everything the student movement 
stands for. They stand against equality. 
They stand for division in our 
communities and they stand for 
stirring up hatred. 

“This year the student vote can 
make a real difference in the European 
elections. We can stop the BNP. 
And that’s why you need to turn up, 
register to vote, use your vote and sign 
up to the HOPE not hate campaign 
right now.” 

In the following 48 hours several 
thousand did. 

As Searchlight goes to press a video 
is being prepared for this month’s NUS 
conference. It will be shown to the 
1,300 delegates on the first day, just 
before Searchlight’s Matthew Collins 
addresses the hall. A Student Sunday 
pack will also be distributed to every 
delegate, explaining how students 
and student unions can get involved. 

On the video Wes _ Streeting 
will declare: “Let’s make Student 


Sunday our day. Let’s make it a day 
when the student movement says 
NO to the BNP” 

It is hoped that dozens of student 
unions will sign up to the campaign 
and host an activity. A training session 


is being planned for the end of 
April for participating student groups 
to discuss campaign ideas and 
coordinate their activities, and a series 
of emails and videos are planned to 
help build momentum for the day. 

Even before the Searchlight 
video was shown at NUS conference, 
several student groups were already 
organising against the BNP. Dozens 
of students have been involved in 
anti-BNP campaigning at John 
Moores University and _ Liverpool 
University, which has brought new 
initiatives forward in the wider 
Merseyside group. 

A dozen Birmingham University 
students met HOPE not hate to plan 
out a campaign there and students 
from nearby Aston University are also 
active. However, leading the way is 
Manchester University, where almost 
700 students have signed up to the 
HOPE not hate campaign, many at an 
Eddie Izzard event that was sponsored 


Ng “Student * 
unday 


by the campaign, and there is a 
target to mobilise at least 250 
students on Student Sunday to deliver 
35,000 newspapers across the south 
of Manchester. <q 


Eddie Izzard spoke at a HOPE not hate sponsored event at Manchester University 
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Think European parliament 


has nothing to do with 
women? THINK AGAIN! 


Why women should vote in the 
European election on 4 June 


The European Union has been at the heart of many positive changes for women. 


Rotherham HOPE not hate 
activist and Community 
faaYsianyol=1 as) ay-loy-lar- WAV al ani-ve| 
speaks in favour of the motion 


AT A PACKED conference on 
12 March the women’s trade union 
movement gave its resounding 
support to the HOPE not hate 
campaign against the British 
National Party. 

Over 350 women, representing 
32 different unions and numerous 
local trades councils, attended the 
TUC Women's Conference in 
Scarborough. A motion from PCS 
and Unison on campaigning against 
the far right received overwhelming 
support and had women queuing up 
to speak in favour. 

They raised the astonishing 
misogyny of the BNP. Nick Eriksen, 
who had been number two on the 


BNP candidates’ list for the London 


@@ Right backto the Treaty of Rome in 1957, Europe has placed the principle of gender 
equality atits heart. European directives have insisted on 

equal pay for equal work and outiawed sex discrimination 

in employment, vocational training and working conditions. 

1 Parental leave: Women in the UK used to have to work for 

‘two years for the same employer before having the right ta 

‘paid maternity leave, The £U changed that. 

§@ Maternity pay: The government has increased the 

minimum protection provided under EU law, extending bath 
maternity leave and statutory maternity pay. 

European law also guarantees many parents unpaid leave 

with young children, Women must be able to return to their old 

Job, of an equivalent, after maternity or parental leave without loss 
of pay or status, 

8 Some six million UK part-time workers - most of them women ~ 
have achieved equal status with their full-time colleagues, because of 
EU legislation. Part-time workers now share equal rights for paid leave, 
maternity rights, access to training and other benefits. And Ei! law 
‘now says that women must have equal access to the same social 
‘security benefits and pensions asmen. 

There's plenty more to do, That is why the European Commission 
continues to address Equality of Opportunity for Ali, 


www.hopenothate.org.uk 


Assembly last year, equated rape to 
force-feeding a woman to eat 
chocolate cake. Speakers also 
described how the BNP spreads hate, 
divides communities and increases 
race hate crimes. 

The BNP’s utter opposition to 
equality and rights for all makes the 
party incompatible with the trade 
union movement. Many unions have 


taken steps to expel BNP members 
from their unions. 

The new HOPE not hate women’s 
leaflet was launched at conference, 
and unions have pledged to circulate 
it through their networks and to 
support Union Friday on 15 May. 

The fact is this is not just a women’s 
issue or a trade union issue, it’s 
universal. The BNP’s hatred and 
contempt extends to so many groups 
in society — especially the most 
vulnerable — it’s probably most of the 
population. In this turnout campaign, 
more than ever before, we need 
to show the relevance of this issue to 
everyone. As one trade unionist at the 
conference put it, “Everyone opposed 
to the politics of hate must vote”. ~< 


man who regularly stands in 

elections for the British 

National Party has boasted 

about his disregard for “rules 
and regulations” controlling the use of 
firearms in the UK. 

Steve Fyfe stood in a _ council 
by-election on 26 March, his fourth 
attempt to get elected to North East 
Lincolnshire Council. He also 
contested the last general election for 
the BNP in Grimsby, where he lives, 
and was third on the BNP’s list of 
candidates for Lothian region in the 
election for the Scottish Parliament 
in 2007, when the party rounded up 
anyone in the UK with a Scottish- 
sounding name to stand, in the absence 
of more than a handful of supporters in 

Scotland itself. 

_ Clearly a valued activist, the 

\ 34-year-old is also the BNP’s 
\\ Grimsby organiser and has been a 
\ BNP member for seven years. 
| But his numerous postings on 

internet forums also reveal an 
unhealthy obsession with guns 
and contain hints that not 
everything he owns is legal. 

After the Dunblane massacre in 
1996, firearms legislation in the UK 
was tightened up and no member of the 
public can now own handguns or 
ammunition for them. Fyfe claims to 
have a shotgun licence, which enables 
him to own shotguns with a magazine 
capacity of no more than two shots. 
He also says he received a firearms 
certificate in March 2006, which 
permits him to own rifles, shotguns 
with a magazine capacity greater than 
two and certain types of airguns. 
He claims to own around 46,000 
worth of legally held weapons and 
to be secretary of a gun club. 
A firearms certificate is only 
granted to people whom the police 
consider fit to be entrusted with 
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Steve Fyfe BNP candidate 
and obsessive gunman 


firearms without danger to public 
safety or to the peace. They must have a 
record of active membership of a target 
shooting club or permission to shoot 
over land. 

The certificate imposes severe 
restrictions on the use of the weapons. 
In particular a certificate holder cannot 
permit other people to handle the guns 
unless they have their own certificate to 
cover them. 

Yet on 11 August 2008 Fyfe, posting 
as sidneysausage, wrote on a gun trading 
forum: “However, I don't do rules and 
regulations if there is absolutely no 
point in it whatsoever. If some of my 
friends want to ‘have a go’ they will 
bloody well ‘have a go’. Personally, Pll 
take my friends out to the field where 
I shoot, somwhere [sic] out of view, with 
a nice, big backstop, up to 300m away 
and they can use as many rounds as they 
care to fire. Who the hell are the police 
to suggest they might know my friend 
I've known for more than fifteen years 
better than me?” 

On the same day he also boasted: 
“I have a Long Barrel Revolver”. 
On 9 January this year he declared: 
“Yd still prefer my .44 LBR and be able 
to use cartridges with my nitro”. 

Fyfe, who works as a chemical process 
supervisor in the chemical industry, 
also has an interest in explosives and 
their illegal use. On 27 May 2008 he 
wrote: “I’ve a big box of fireworks in 
my attic, just waiting for the day 
when some muslim extremists fly a 
plane into westminster”. 

While it is not surprising that 
Fyfe’s obsessions and desires do not 
make him unsuitable to be a BNP 


_ candidate, the same cannot be said 


about his membership of the Territorial 
Army, in which he serves with the 3rd 
Royal Anglian Regiment. His postings 
contain hints that he might be 
abstracting items from his TA unit. 


For example on 21 July 2007 he 
wrote: “The new 30 round H&K mags 
for the SA80 work really nice in mine. 
I have ‘aquired’ [sic] one or two. 
However, if you aren't in the TA/Army/ 
Navy/Air Force, you can find one or two 
floating round on ebay.” 

Fyfe claims to like extreme and 
outdoor sports. One of them appears to 
be driving at dangerous speeds. A long 
post in January 2006 described how he 
was caught driving his Subaru Impreza 
at over 140 miles per hour. Concerned 
that a conviction and almost certain 
driving ban would cost him his firearms 
and shotgun certificates, he said he was 
hiring Nick Freeman, the specialist 
motoring lawyer known as Mr 
Loophole, to get him off. 

It is unclear whether Fyfe is a 
fantasist or whether he really owns 
restricted weapons and breaks the terms 
of his firearms certificate. Either way, he 
is clearly unsuitable for service in the 
Territorial Army or to be in possession 
of any lethal weapon. 

He may see himself as a Rambo 
figure, but the reality is different. 
Writing on 21 November last year 
about British forces serving in Iraq he 
explained: “I described the chaps who 
went as ‘silly Bastards’ because they did 
not go out of any sense of justice, 
belief, national pride, or even 
camaraderie”. ~= 


Grimsby’s terrorist line-up 


GRIMSBY HAS BEEN the home of a 
number of nazis with a interest in 
terrorism and weapons. 

Back in the 1960s, Donald Mudie, 
a crank member of Colin Jordan's 
National Socialist Movement (NSM), 
used to hold court at his Grimsby 
home for people who shared his 
political views. In the 1970s Mudie, 
a former newspaper journalist, was 
fol ncolmaVomyclaUldinige Ur-|cekyr- 1 are) 
camp held by the elite nazi League 
of St George on Mersea Island in 
Essex. Mudie patrolled the site with 
a loaded shotgun. 

Fast forward to 2002 and 
Cameron Duncan, a supporter of 
the British National Party and the 
Ku Klux Klan. Duncan was caught 
and sentenced to five years’ 
imprisonment, after a man in the 
OpsyAWalWaVi pelea) at-nW recy pcelat-larel|are| 
emails turned out to be an FBI 
agent. Duncan had been asking him 
to obtain firearms and explosives. 
The agent had infiltrated the KKK for 
the purpose of catching such 
dangerous men as Duncan. 

Moving inland up the River 
Humber, we find Martyn Gilleard 
idgelan rele) (=r a(a (efers||10)¢-|avela| 
organiser of the nazi British 
People’s Party. 

Goole, who also had links with the 
BNP in Scotland, was found in 
possession of an array of knives, 
guns, machetes, swords, axes, 

Clan galeiaiiulela cia fe)ele ay-1|| srejagleny 
together with internet instructions 
hfe) (ante) diare)  exelexelar-lae! elejeaiens lave) 
clelaiite-leiss ane iaie elaigreiie 
literature from far-right parties. 

The police were surprised to find 


all this terrorist material when they 
raided his flat in October 2007 ona 
tip-off about child pornography. 
The 39,000 indecent images of 
Celalitel clam tartan alcy'arsl kyo (ole] ale Maco any) 
NieiaVaarKigyaelfolalelmcialel-y-laiallanice) 
the court and he received a total 
sentence of 16 years in prison. 


In December last year Nathan 
Worrell (pictured) was jailed for 
more than seven years after being 
found guilty of possessing material 
for terrorist purposes and racially 
aggravated harassment. Police had 
found manuals and a video 
(oy-de)telia}iare) aveyiiike) aatl.ccy efelaal esi lave! 
detonators using household 
materials at his flat in Grimsby as 
well as two tubs of weedkiller, 
three bottles of lighter fluid and 
fireworks, some of which had been 
tampered with. 

MU atc le) celelate| <) (olecolaclarie-iare| 
ieelevele lane ele) er-ter-larel-y aval eleliare sinia 
material and membership cards for 
other extreme groups. 

It would appear that nazis with an 
interest in terror, violence and 
firearms are a familiar sight in this 
faye|quce)é 5idivi[er (uarcie(ejere| aa lace) bs 
idarelevuatcs 010) |(@ 2) <)e) efer-]¢10) 91 
keeping track of them, so its 
surprising that Steve Fyfe has so far 
slipped through the net. 
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BNP turns to deception as donation 


Sonia Gable investigates the BNP’s latest scam to get money out of its supporters 


he fifth begging letter from the 
British National Party this year 
shows that the party may have 
reached the limit of its members’ 
and supporters’ financial resources and is 
resorting to yet more lies to fill its coffers. 

The letter, printed on garish yellow 
paper and sent in the second week of 
March, was a second attempt to raise 
money for the party’s “Rapid Expansion 
Plan”. The party was “struggling due to 
unprecedented growth’, according to the 
first appeal sent out at the end of 
February. So many people were “flocking 
to the BNP” that “we cannot cope”. So “I 
need you to support the party’s ‘Rapid 
Expansion Plan’ NOW”, demanded 
Nick Griffin, the party leader, followed 
by three exclamation marks. 

The BNP needed to win a seat in the 
European election but it also had to 
have a “telecommunications system” 
and a “central administration office 
to deal with the current huge increase 
in enquiries, party membership and 
organisational growth” and the “40,000 
— 75,000” enquiries and membership 
applications that would result from the 
distribution of “over 30 million leaflets 
across the UK” over the next six months. 

On and on the six-page letter 
went, bandying about the word 
“professional” and claiming that 
£85,150 was needed to cope with a 
projected 400% growth in the party’s 
“database” in the next six months. 

And the money was needed quickly: 
Griffin needed “to put the orders in 
next week”. There was even a 
marketing brochure for the “profes- 
sional communications system for 
medium-sized enterprises” that Griffin 
said he wanted to buy for £28,650, 
though nothing about how the BNP’s 
largely incompetent staff would ever 
learn how to use it. 

Clearly the money was not forth- 
coming, not in a week or even three. 
And the problem would not go away. 
In fact between the February and 
March letters “we have become even 
more popular”, Griffin claimed, because 
of the party’s “massive victory in the 


Swanley council election”. Only a party 
with so few councillors could trumpet a 
single council by-election win as a 
massive national victory. 

Griffins marketing consultant, Jim 
Dowson, must have advised him that 
outlining the political need for the 
desired equipment was all very well, 
but the appeal might work better if 
supporters thought they were getting a 
bargain and at the same time benefiting 
party members. “Normally, the set up 
costs for what we are doing would cost 
over £200,000,” the March letter said, 
“but by using companies owned by 
members and supporters we have cut 
the cost down to £85,150”. 

The brochure that came with the 
February letter had one strange 
omission, the name of the company that 
was offering the “HiPath 3000” system 
the BNP wanted to buy. A search 
readily revealed a five-year-old brochure 
with an identical front page, except for 
the inclusion of the company’s name 
and website. The company was 
Siemens, the Germany-based global 
conglomerate operating in IT, 
communications, energy and many 
other industries. It was hardly a 
company owned by a BNP member. 

A spokesperson for Siemens 
Enterprise Communications, which 
makes the HiPath system, said the 
company was completely unaware of 
the BNP’s use of its graphics in its 
campaign. The system was normally 
sold to customers through resellers, 
who would use Siemens’s product 
information in their own branded 
brochures. However resellers would 
not lift Siemens’ images and 
design in this way and would 
certainly not produce a brochure 
without their own name on it. 

She also thought it strange that 
anyone would issue a brochure 
produced in 2004 for an old version 
of the communications system that 
is no longer sold. 

So what is going on? Is Griffin 
afraid to admit that he wants to spend 
his members’ donations on a product 


from a German-owned company? Or is 
the brochure just window dressing, the 
supplier's name omitted to make it easier 
for Griffin to fob members off with some 
second-hand second-rate equipment 
bought from Dowson or his ilk, just like 
the BNP’s “truth truck”, better known as 
the lie lorry. 

Perhaps it is simply that the BNP is 
worried that any publicity will scare the 
reseller off. After all, nobody respectable 
wants to be seen doing business with 


the BNP. 


Fed up 
Even before the latest letter, BNP 
members and supporters were getting 
thoroughly fed up with the stream of 
letters from Griffin asking for 
donations to support this, that or other 
aspect of the BNP’s “growth” and its 
European election effort. 

The year had barely started when 
Griffin’s “new year address” landed on 
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hard-pressed supporters’ doormats, with 
a plea to contribute to the party’s 
“People’s Defence Fund”. The fund had 
been set up following the publication on 
the internet of the BNP members’ list 
last November, with the aim of raising 
money to “employ legal experts to 
defend those of our people suffering 
hardship, discrimination and 
persecution in their employment for 
being members of this party”. 

The People’s Defence Fund also had a 
wider political purpose: to “give a 
bloody nose to all those little press 
creeps and the Lab/Tory/Lib Dem 
sycophants who have built careers on 
the back of attacking the BNP and our 
long-suffering people”. 

The new year address followed six 
appeals in 2008 for the “Building to 
Grow fund”, the London election cam- 
paign, to buy the “truth truck” and to 
publish and distribute 
the outrageously 

racist Racism 

Cuts Both Ways 

pamphlet. 

Griffin claimed 

that all these 

appeals achieved 
“amazing results”. 
Confident that 
his members 
a mcd 
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supporters had bottomless purses or a 
moronic level of financial acumen, 
Griffin did not even wait until January 
was out to launch the party’s appeal for 
funds to fight the European election. 
Headed “The Battle for Britain 
Commences”, it waxed lyrical on how 
winning “just one” seat in the European 
Parliament “would put us on the world 
stage and would lead to an avalanche of 
popular support throughout _ this 
country”. 

Controversially a leaflet enclosed 
with the letter adopted the image of an 
RAF Spitfire, now revealed to be one 
flown by the celebrated 303 Squadron 
of the RAF, made up of Polish airmen 
rescued from France shortly before the 
Nazi occupation. The BNP has 
continued to use the image on its 
fundraising material in the face of 
ridicule and accusations of hypocrisy. 

The leaflet invited supporters to 
attend the party's “2009 European 
election campaign nationwide 
roadshow”, which promised “multi- 
media sound and vision’, speeches from 
“Chairman Nick Griffin and invited 
European mystery guest” as well as 
champagne reception, entertainment 
and light supper, all at a cost of £30. 

“I guarantee you will never have seen 
anything like this,” wrote Griffin. 

The reality turned out a 
bit different. The European 
mystery guest never showed up 
and the “roadshow” encountered 

opposition from local people and 
last-minute venue cancellations 
wherever it went. 

Hot on the heels of that 

exuberantly written appeal, full of 
bold text, underlining and italics, 
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came a more personal and undated 
letter from Griffin asking supporters to 
make a standing order of “just £3.00 a 
week” to “save this country from 
destruction before it’s too late”. 

It was recognition of how our 
HOPE not hate campaigning was 
hurting the BNP. “The Labour Party, 
the liberal media and a whole host of 
leftist fanatics, led by Searchlight, have 
now become so concerned about our 
success, that the latter has employed the 
services of the WORLD’S TOP 
campaigning team to prevent us from 
winning,” wrote Griffin. “Blue State 
Digital. They're the team that co- 
ordinated Barack Obama's campaign 
for the White House! 

“Your 43 per week can help send 
Obama's boys back to Washington with 
their tails between their legs,” claimed 
Griffin, after condemning them for being 
American. Griffin's own longstanding 
connections with American nazis are of 
course quite different. 

Those who have responded to these 
appeals may be regretting it. In January 
Mark Collett, the BNP’s head of 
publicity, had to admit responsibility for 
printing 700,000 “Euro warm up 
leaflets” without an official imprint, 
which meant they could not be 
distributed. We understand that dozens 
of BNP activists who could have been 
out canvassing are spending many hours 
peeling off thousands of tiny stickers to 
place on the leaflets as straight as they 
can manage. 

The “HiPath 


3000” brochure 


distributed by the BNP likewise has no 
imprint. Did Collett print that too, in 
bid to con BNP members into coughing 
up for their party once more? ~a 


BNP tries its hand at 21st 
century campaigning 


By Sonia Gable 


FACED WITH THE most sophisticated 
anti-fascist campaign in British history, 
run by HOPE not hate, the British 
National Party too is looking to exploit 
the power of the internet and emulate 
the success of Barack Obama's 
presidential campaign. 

The BNP. has long boasted that its 
website attracts the largest number of 
visitors of any political party site, albeit 
many are anti-fascists keeping tabs on 
the party, or curious onlookers 
attracted by its notoriety. 

Those who like what they see are 
offered a host of ways to “get involved” 
in the run-up to the European election 
on 4 June. People can join the party 
online from £15 a year, or become an 
activist without joining. Obviously 
they can make donations — it would 
not be the BNP without a plea to give 
money. They are also encouraged to 
sign up to an “Exclusive eNewsletter”, 

Launching the BNP’s “E-Newsletter”, 
rapidly renamed a snappier “eNews”, 
on 24 January, Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, set a target of reaching 200,000 
subscribers by polling day. The target 
is modest, much lower than HOPE not 
hate’s own email target, and unless the 
200,000 are heavily concentrated in 
one region, it falls far short of what the 
BNP needs to get elected. 

Griffin went on to encourage 
subscribers to forward the newsletters 
to everyone in their email address 
book, though the BNP’s system does 
not make that easy. And_ the 
newsletters would be customised to 
the subscriber’s home address “so that 
you're just a few keyboard strokes 
away from sending a pro-BNP letter or 
a complaint to the editor of your local 
newspaper’, something BNP members 
love doing. 

Griffin was unashamed to reveal 
that his new ideas had come from the 
election campaign of the USA’s first 
black President. “Throughout months 
of the victorious Obama campaign — 
first for the Democratic nomination 
and then for the US Presidency — we 
subscribed to, dissected and filed 
away all the bits of his ground- 


breaking e-campaign,’ he declared. 

It seemed that Griffin and his 
cronies were also looking closely at 
the unfolding HOPE not hate 
campaign. While some BNP activists 
were making unfounded complaints 
to the Information Commissioner's 
Office about HOPE not hate’s “tell-a- 
friend” facility, which — allows 
subscribers to send a personal email 
to five friends, the BNP was asking its 
supporters to do much the same 
thing, except that they were only 
expected to have three friends. 

The BNP emails are also full of 
exhortations to take action, so that 
even the party’s armchair supporters 
can feel they are contributing to the 
election effort. In fact if they followed 
all the links and sent all the letters of 
complaint requested, they would be 
too exhausted ever to rise from their 
armchairs. Some emails are far longer 
than the average BNP member's 
attention span and no sooner have 
they read one, the next comes along, 
even two in one day. 

At least it keeps them off the streets. 
The BNP’s marketing consultant, 
James Dowson, must have omitted to 
tell his client that such constant 
bombardment will only result in all 
but the most committed supporters 
not opening the emails or clicking the 
“unsubscribe” button. 


The button the BNP most wants its 


subscribers to click of course is the 
“donate” button, liberally scattered 
throughout each email. One email, 
mindful perhaps of the recession, 
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exhorted readers to make a “SMALL” 
donation, which turned out to be £25, 
in contrast to HOPE not hate, which 
appreciates even donations of £5 or less 
from those who cannot afford more. 

One idea the BNP certainly did not 
get from HOPE not hate is_ its 
campaign to “stick over a million BNP 
stickers to pound coins and put them 
into circulation”. The BNP described 
this as a “great new marketing 
campaign”. It is anything but. 

In August 2006 an Edinburgh taxi 
firm hit on the idea of attaching 
stickers to pound coins given out in 
change to advertise its name and 
number. The Royal Mint was not best 
pleased, saying the stickers “bring 
down the dignity” of the coins, block 
vending machines and make the 
coins difficult for visually impaired 
people to identify. 

In May 2007 the Royal Mint rebuked 
a hotel in Cambridgeshire for placing 
stickers on pound coins to promote its 
live music events. 

The sticker idea might be a non- 
starter - where after all would the 
BNP’s mere 300 or so active members 
get their hands on a million pound 
coins? But the BNP’s campaigning as a 
whole has become more sophisticated 
and we need to respond. Anti-fascists 
can help stop the BNP getting elected 
by signing up to the HOPE not hate 
campaign, taking part in the events 
advertised in Searchlight and ensuring 
that they and all their friends, relations 
and colleagues turn out and vote on 
4 June. ~= 


“Battle for Britain” 


Whose side is Nick Griffin on? 


By David Williams 


NICK GRIFFIN, the BNP leader, has 
cynically titled his European 
fundraising campaign the “Battle for 
Britain” in an attempt to draw a parallel 
between the heroism of the RAF during 
the Battle of Britain in 1940 and the 
BNP’s own racist struggle for a whites- 
only Britain. 

The BNP is desperate to shed its 
fascist heritage in order to gain political 
legitimacy. This is the logic behind the 
“Battle for Britain’ slogan. 
As BNP councillor Paul 
Golding recently stated: 
“We have hi-jacked the 
Union Flag, now we 
must hi-jack the word 
‘British”. 

This is proving 
harder than the BNP 
first thought. In the rush 
to exploit the heroism of the 
armed forces, for whom on several 
other occasions the BNP has shown 
nothing but contempt, Griffin forgot to 
do his research. The backdrop for the 
“Battle of Britain” fundraising events 
included a picture of the Spitfire, the 
iconic British fighter plane that 
defeated the Luftwaffe. 

Unbeknown to the BNP, the Spitfire 
carried the markings of the RAF 303 
Squadron, which was made up of Polish 
airmen who had fled the Nazi 
occupation by flying their planes to 
Britain. During the Battle of Britain the 
Poles shot down 203 Luftwaffe aircraft, 
around 12% of the total German losses. 
The irony is of course that the BNP 
does not care about the Polish 
contribution to the British war effort. 
It wants all Poles removed from Britain. 

The BNP has also been making 
money from the sale of a CD called 
The White Cliffs of Dover, which 
included several songs by Dame Vera 
Lynn, the forces’ sweetheart. She was 
not amused. The BNP’s press officer 
Simon Darby stated: “She can complain 
but it is not going to do her any good. 
We have to raise money for the 
European election campaign and this is 
selling very well.” 


SS Special! 

Sick of Vera Lynn? 
See pages 18, 19, 20, 
21, 24.& 88. 
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Griffin is keen to profit 
from Vera Lynn but just how 
little respect he has for her and 

those who died fighting the evils 
of Nazism is revealed by the cover 
of issue ten of Griffin’s old magazine 
The Rune, which proclaimed: “SS 
Special! Sick of Vera Lynn? See pages 
18, 19, 20, 21, 24, & 88.” The last was 
not a page number at all. The number 8 
denotes the eighth letter of the alphabet, 
“H”, and in fascist parlance “HH” stands 
for “Heil Hitler’. The actual pages 
contain a glowing tribute to Hitler’s 
Waffen-SS, praising the “courage and 
sacrifices” of its soldiers. 

The SS was branded a “criminal 
organisation” at the Nuremberg Trials, 
its members guilty of numerous war 
crimes, including the murder of British 
soldiers, and participating in the 
Holocaust. Griffin begged to differ, 
rehabilitating the Waffen-SS as “no 
worse” than any other army fighting 
in the Second World War, including 
the British Army. This shameful 
apology for the SS says all one needs 
to know about Griffin's real view of 
the war. 

Indeed under Griffin’s editorship 
The Rune glorified the Third Reich 
and sold Nazi postcards, SS 
recruitment posters, Nazi badges 
and Nazi propaganda films. It also 
sold facsimiles of paintings by 
Adolf Hitler. Griffin once wrote in 
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Spearhead that the Nazis were “a 
movement that aimed to give voice to 
the deepest aspirations of a nation”. 
Interestingly, Griffin said much the 
same about the BNP last month: 
“The British National Party is more 
than just a political party. The BNP is a 
movement with a cause ...”. 

The Rune also praised the British 
Union of Fascists (BUF), whose leading 
members were interned during the war 
because they could not be trusted not to 
aid the Germans in the event of an 
invasion. A handful of BUF members 
even fought for the Nazis in the SS. 

It was The Rune that earned Griffin 
a suspended prison sentence in 1998 
for inciting racial hatred by denying 
the Holocaust. 

In comparison, Griffin loathed the 
British war leader Winston Churchill, 
writing of him that he was a tool of the 
Jews who had deliberately prolonged 
the war against Nazi Germany in order 

to lead Europe down a road 
> to “racial suicide”. Yet now 


ae eal the BNP is keen to claim 


0 Churchill for itself, to the 
disgust of his grandson Nicholas 
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Faith groups launch Manchester HOPE not hate 


By Nick Lowles 


MANCHESTER'S FAITH 
leaders gathered at Manchester 
Cathedral last month to launch a 
HOPE not hate group in the city. 
Three Anglican Bishops were 
joined by representatives of the 
Catholic Church, the Muslim 
Council of Britain and the Jewish 
Representative Council to declare 
their opposition to the British 
National Party and its politics 
of hate. 

Among those present were the 
Bishop of Middleton and the 
Bishop of Bolton. The Bishop of 
Manchester was not able to attend 
due to a prior engagement but sent 
a message of support. 

The faith leaders declared: 
“As leaders of Greater Manchester 
Faith Communities, we want to 
express our support for the local 
religious leaders. 

“Alongside them, we express our 
concern at the racist history and 
policies of the British National 
Party, which is fielding a candidate. 
We say ‘no’ to the BNP’s view of 
the world.” 

Also at the meeting was Jack, a 
Holocaust survivor, who warned 
against falling for the BNP’s new 
“respectable” image. “This is how it 


starts,” he told Searchlight. “They 
might look respectable but they 
have another agenda.” 

The 40 people present signed up 
to the Manchester “Pledge”, a 
simple statement that will be used 
to rally those opposed to the BNP. 
The next few weeks will see a 
number of other “launches”, 
covering different faiths, 
communities and groups in the city. 

Manchester HOPE not hate is 
building a broad-based coalition in 
the run-up to the European 
election. It is bringing together the 
political parties, faith groups, 
community organisations, busines- 
ses and the trade unions. 

This month it will put on an 
information week, where a HOPE 
not hate roadshow will visit every 
corner of the city to alert people to 
the true politics of the BNP and 
make simple suggestions about 
how people can spread the HOPE 
message locally. 

There will also be special training 
seminars for faith groups, trade 
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The Bishop of Middleton (left) is joined 
by Cllr Afzal Khan of the Muslim Council 
of Britain and Richard Leese, leader of 
Manchester City Council 


unions and community groups to 
help them in their own campaigns. 

During April it intends to build a 
network of 5,000 supporters across 
the sccityy 1250! docal) TOPE 
ambassadors and local sub-groups. 
The campaign will culminate with 
the distribution of 150,000 news- 
papers across the city over two days. 

This will easily be the single 
largest  anti-fascist _leafleting 
operation and will send a clear 
message that Manchester rejects 
the politics of hate. 

With Greater Manchester 
representing 36% of the electorate 
in the North West, where Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, heads the 
partys candidates’ list, the 
campaign within Manchester and 
the surrounding boroughs could 
play a decisive role in the outcome 
on 4 June. 


Yorkshire & the Humber 


OVER 70 PEOPLE attended the 
launch of HOPE not hate Sheffield in 
what was the latest in a series of 
initiatives across the region. Local MPs 
Angela Smith and David Blunkett 
were two of the speakers and a number 
of events were agreed, including a big 
Day of Action in the city on Saturday 16 May. 

Yorkshire HOPE not hate speakers have also addressed meetings in Barnsley, 
Harrogate, Leeds, Scunthorpe and Doncaster, and new groups will be 
established in many of these areas over the next few weeks. 

Several rallies have been arranged to raise awareness and mobilise the Muslim 
community across the region. Events will be held in Bradford, Keighley, Leeds, 
Rotherham and hopefully Sheffield and Dewsbury. Participation among Muslim 
voters in European elections is traditionally low but it is hoped that these rallies, 
which will set out to explain clearly the danger of the BNP gaining seats, will help. 


Brightside 


North East 


FOR THE SECOND year running, trade unionists showed why the North East 
will remain a fascist-free zone. Over 80 activists and supporters met at County 
Hall in Durham to hear from a wide range of speakers what is already being 
done through local coalitions to challenge the BNP and how collectively we 
can make a difference. 

Clare Williams, chair of the TUC Race Advisory Group, acknowledged the 
fantastic work being done across the North East and Cumbria within 
communities, faith groups and the labour movement generally. 

We should celebrate what we have achieved and look at practical steps 
and strategies to build on these achievements. Hard work, not just words, 
changes hearts and minds. 

Following Clare's introduction, Clive Robson, Deputy Leader of Durham 
County Council, welcomed participants, saying the Council was proud to host 
an event that celebrated the fact that the North East does not have a single 
BNP councillor, something we can all be very proud of. 

Clare then introduced a film containing a message of support from Frances 
O'Grady, TUC Deputy General Secretary, in which she emphasised the real 
nature of the BNP “more Mussolini than Armani”, despite the image. 

. Other speakers included local 
MPs Helen Goodman and Phil 
Wilson, Searchlight’s Nick Lowles, 
the former footballer Paul 
Anderson, now of Show Racism 
the Red Card, and Phil Woolas, the 
Immigration Minister. 
Stephen Hughes MEP spoke 
about the BNP threat in the 
European election. 

In her closing remarks, Clare 
thanked all speakers for their 
excellent contributions and 
assured them that work is 
ongoing and will be stepped up in 
the run-up to the European 
election. She urged people to get 
involved with the PCS make your 
vote count campaign. The 
outcomes from the workshops 
will be taken on board and 
progressed and the fight will 
continue to keep racism and 
fascism off the streets. 
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Midlands 


A new HOPE not hate group has 
been formed in Uttoxeter and others 
are about to be launched in 
Worcester, Leicester and Coventry. 
Searchlight’s Matthew Collins has 
been busy in the region over the past 
few weeks, particularly with meeting 
local and regional trade unions. 

The regional TUC annual general 
meeting was an opportunity to 
meet dozens of trade unionists and 
several new Days of Actions were 
agreed (see map on page 7). 
Activists in Worcester seem to be 
setting the standard for others to 
follow by requesting 20,000 HOPE 
not hate newspapers for the 
election campaign. 

The East Midlands has been 
organisationally weak for anti- 
fascism but with the GMB, Unite 
and Unison fully on board, and a 
growing number of people signing 
up online to the HOPE not hate 
campaign, it is hoped that we will 
soon have a good network that can 
mobilise activists for May. 


North West 


Over 85 people packed the downstairs 
room of the Casa in Liverpool last 
month for the first meeting since the 
BNP’s aborted activity in the city 
centre. Awareness of the BNP threat 
has grown massively and this meeting 
was followed by a mass leafleting 
session involving over 80 people a 
couple of weeks later. 

HOPE not hate speakers have 
addressed meetings in Rochdale, 
Oldham, Stockport, Burnley, Preston 
and Cumbria. In addition, Unison 
has been spreading the campaign to 
each of its local branch AGMs, with 
over 50 covered in the region so far. 

The trade unions are again at the 
forefront, with Unison, Unite and 
the GMB all agreeing to regional 
training sessions in April to 
mobilise their officers and activists 
during May. 
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The real picture - 


HOPE not hate in 
Northern ireland _ 
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ORTHERN IRELAND has witnessed the 
unprecedented on more than one occasion 
in recent years. Despite a shocking and 
sudden return to what many may describe as the 
bad old days of terror, the dignified, immediate and 
united response of people of all shades and 
persuasions to last month's incidents shows that the 
province can no longer stomach murderous hatred. 

The spontaneous joint prayer service by 
Protestants and Catholics outside the County 
Antrim Army barracks, where two British soldiers 
were murdered, was followed by the attendance 
by members of Sinn Fein at the funeral of Paul 
Carroll, the police officer murdered two days after 
the soldiers. 

Earlier this year, Sinn Fein, the political wing of the 
disbanded Provisional IRA, gave a briefing to 
journalists in which it described large elements of 
the dissident Republican movement as little more 
than hoodlums and gangsters. There were 
15 reported terrorist attacks by Republican 
dissidents last year, aimed mainly at the Police 
Service of Northern Ireland. 

Thousands of people, including high profile 
former paramilitaries, both 
republican and loyalist, came 
together in the centre of Belfast 
on a Wednesday afternoon at the 
instigation of the Irish Council of 
Trade Unions to demand an 
immediate end to the killings. 

Deputy First Minister 
Martin McGuiness told the 
press that the political 
forces in Northern Ireland 
would remain committed 
to peace. “We are going 
to remain united in 
our approach and 
ultimately we 
will prevail,” 
he declared. 
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Irish National Teache 


Twenty-five years on 


By Matthew Collins 


argaret Thatcher did not 
destroy their dignity. 
Instead, the brutality of her 
government politicised 
thousands upon thousands of working- 
class men and women irretrievably. 

Twenty-five years on, perhaps Mrs 
Thatcher is pleased to know that she is 
not forgotten. The 25th anniversary of 
the miners’ strike was marked in 
Worksop, in the East Midlands, by 
speeches, songs and memories of the 
dignity of the mineworkers who fought 
for their jobs, their way of life and their 
communities against extraordinary and 
unprecedented brutality. 

Searchlight was invited to an evening, 
organised by the progressive campaign 
group Clause IV, that was steeped in the 
tradition of the organised labour 
movement, still united and undefeated, 
still drawn to the trade union 
movement through collective solidarity. 

The National Union of Mineworkers 
(NUM) may be smaller than it was 
those 25 years ago, but over 500 
members past and present were joined 
by their many supporters as a reminder 
of how important the NUM was in the 
frontline against the onslaught of 
Thatcherite capitalism. 

While Thatcher has waned physically, 
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Asian people donate food to Scottish miners 
Photo: Rick Matthews IFL 


her legacy of scabbing, discrimination 
and disunity is now peddled by the 
British National Party, which is trying 
to ingratiate itself in former mining 
communities. 

“These people are the scabs, these 
people are the ones who have no class 
consciousness or loyalty; loyalty to 
anyone or anything. Does the BNP 
think the mining community will not 
remember how the BNP backed the 
scabs?” asked Dennis Skinner, the MP 
for Bolsover. 

The NUM agreed on the spot to back 
the HOPE not hate campaign and help 
produce a joint leaflet aimed at the 
former mining communities under 
threat from the BNP. ~= 


Former miners back the 
HOPE not hate campaign 


“The BNP says that black and 
Asian people are somehow not 
part of this country, yet black and 
Asian people supported the 
National Union of Mineworkers in 
their thousands during the 1984- 
85 strike. They showed their 
solidarity with ordinary working 
people and the trade union 
movement when the National 
Front and the BNP were openly 
hostile to the values that the NUM ‘ 
stood for. The support given to 

the miners by black and Asian 

communities is, for me, one of 

the outstanding memories of the 

1984-85 strike and we should 

stand with them against the BNP’s 

message of hate and division.” 

JOHN CUNNINGHAM, 

former miner Dinnington 

Colliery 


“Members of the NUM and the 
mining communities were 
always the first to offer help to 
those in struggle and always 
proud to assist. When we 
needed help in 1984-85, we did 
not have to ask. Help came from 
all over Europe as well as farther 
afield. The grass roots of the 

TU movement here, the black 
community and the Asian 
community in Southall were all 
there for us. We know who our 
real friends are. The BNP is not 
among them and is not wanted.” 
TONI BENNETT, 

miner's wife, Chesterfield 
Women’s Action Group 


“| fully support HOPE not hate’s 

campaign to defeat the British 

National Party in the European 

elections. We need to stop them 

at the ballot box and totally 

reject their efforts to get a 

toehold for racial hatred in the a 
mining communities of the 

former British coalfields. 

“The BNP is part of the hard 
right in this country that has 
always been viciously anti-trade 
union. It has never done anything 
to help the miners - or any other 
workers fighting for their rights - 
and, frankly, we don’t want any 


‘help from fascists like them.’ 


RICK SUMNER, 
former Yorkshire miner 


The Nasty Party 
By David Williams 


ON THE MORNING of 
25 February the Conservative 
Party announced the tragic 
news that Ivan Cameron, the 
six-year-old son of 
Conservative Party leader 
David Cameron and his wife 
Samantha, who suffered from 
cerebral palsy and epilepsy, 
had died. In a rare show of unity figures from across the 
political spectrum united to send their condolences and 
best wishes to the heartbroken family. 

Not so the British National Party. True, the BNP 
website carried a brief statement from Nick Griffin 
expressing his sympathy in an attempt to portray himself 
as a statesman and the BNP as a “normal” political party. 

This ruse failed to disguise the fact that the 
Camerons had not even had the chance to bury their 
“beautiful boy” before certain BNP members were 
displaying their true colours. 

Ina cruel and warped outburst against those who had 
expressed their condolences at the death of Ivan 
Cameron, Jeff Marshall (pictured), the central London 
BNP organiser, who lives in Whitechapel, wrote: “We 
live in a country today which is unhealthily dominated 
by an excess of sentimentality towards the weak and 
unproductive. No good will come of it.” 

Not content with attacking those mourning the death 
of a severely disabled child who brought “joy and love to 
those around him’, Marshall continued in his sick 
tirade, stating that although it would be “a kindness” to 
kill children with disabilities, this was not the same as 
advocating such a measure as compulsory state policy. 
“But so what if it is,” he asked. “At least we would all 
know where we stand. There is actually not a great deal 
of point in keeping these sort of people alive, after all.” 

Marshall’s disturbing and repellent views recall those 
of Tony Lecomber, who was, until 2008, one of Griffin's 
right-hand men. Lecomber proposed a racist eugenics 
programme, echoing that of the Nazi murderer Dr Josef 
Mengele, which advocated a “racially purer” Britain 
through the sterilisation of the poor, the sick and the 
disabled. Lecomber believed, and presumably still does, 
that the rich are “genetically superior” to ordinary 
people and that poor people should not be allowed to 
have their own children. 

Marshall, who was seventh on the BNP’s London 
Assembly list in May 2008, is a racist who wants to raise 
tension between white and Muslim communities. 

His own views make it perfectly clear that he wishes 
to foment the sort of “civil war” that Nick Griffin 
constantly harps on about and from which only the 
BNP can gain. “The Muslims must be wound up as 
much as possible — so they will make the maximum 
amount of trouble. Then it will be clearer to the public 
what immigration has done to this country.” 

Could the BNP make its views or strategy any 
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clearer? 


Searchlight 


Every month Searchlight magazine exposes 
the far right in Britain and abroad. 
Searchlight is the main source of 

falco) guar-leie)ancelm@-layyelarsmUalen celal 
icon dale)wa-]elelel ai-kvaliaer-larekelcer-lalni=re 
racism in Britain. 


HOPE keeps hate at ri. 
GNP W 
fails 


Want to know what the BNP and their 
friends are up to? Want to know what 
reyee)e) (-e-]e-Mele)i ale meonile lal mey-le.e4 


Subscribe to Searchlight 


e e 
Subscribe to Searchlight ~” 
£24 UK individuals £43 Non Europe individuals 
£36 Europeindividuals £18 UK concessions* 
£32 UKorganisations £48 All non-UK organisations 


Please start my subscription with the next issue 
(cheques made payable to Searchlight) 


Name 
Address 
Postcode 


Amount £ 


Or pay by standing order 

Please debit my account with the sum of £ 

immediately and annually thereafter until cancelled by me in 
writing. 


Your bank name & address 


Account No Sort Code 


Signature Date 


Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, Sort 
Code 40-17-45, HSBC, 99 High Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1EQ) 


PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. 
*Unemployed, OAPs, students. Please send proof. 

Searchlight subscriptions are 100% data-secure, we never give our 
subscription list to any outside party. 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you havea story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


Loughton parents reject BNP 


PARENTS AT A LOUGHTON 
primary school are unhappy at the 
prospect of a British National Party 
councillor becoming a school governor. 
Pat Richardson, the BNP group leader 
on Epping Forest District Council, put 
herself forward for the Hereward 
Primary School position after no 
candidates came forward from the 
local community. 

The school’s governing body will have 
to decide whether to accept 
Richardson’s nomination as a 
community governor. Loughton Town 
Council, on which Richardson also sits, 
together with four other BNP town 
councillors, was asked to nominate 
two candidates for the governing body, 
but Richardson was the only person 
to volunteer. 

Hannah Martin, whose three-year- 
old son goes to Hereward, told the 
Epping Forest Guardian that she was 
disgusted at the prospect of Richardson 
becoming governor. “My son is mixed 
race and I know there are lots of black 
children at the school. Teachers and 
staff here have always been brilliant in 
making everyone feel welcome, and 
I think there is a danger that this would 
ruin all that.” 

Sam Kelly, who has a ten-year-old 
son at the school, which the school 
inspection service Ofsted praised for its 
multicultural environment, said: 
“My son has been here for seven years 
and I have never known any problems 
over race. I think the school needs to 
think what kind of message this would 
send out.” 

School governing bodies have a duty 
to promote equality, diversity and 
community cohesion, concepts to which 
the BNP is diametrically opposed. 
Epping Forest BNP has a poor track 
record in such matters. Last October 


Richardson and a _ fellow BNP 


councillor Rod Law talked up a bit of 


gang rivalry between two Loughton 
secondary schools into a “major racial 
incident”. According to the BNP “up to 
30 ethnic youths” from Debden 
Davenant school launched a racial 
attack on white schoolchildren from 
nearby Roding Valley School. 

In fact neither group of children was 
ethnically homogeneous. The BNP was 
just using schoolchildren to try and 
increase ethnic tensions to serve its own 
racist agenda. 

The BNP has long done the same 
over Epping Forest College, which the 
party describes as a hotbed of crime and 
a haven for armed ethnic minority drug 
dealers. Now, the BNP’s propaganda 
risks depriving residents of a brand new 
state-of-the-art library offering free 
internet access alongside children’s 
books, DVDs and newspaper archives. 

The problem is that the library is 
within the newly developed Epping 
Forest College and residents have been 
frightened off by the BNP’s 
propaganda, fearing they will be 
mugged or knifed if they so much as set 
foot in the place. If the library is not 
used, Essex County Council may close 
it. That would deprive residents of a 
public facility as a direct result of BNP 
racist fear-mongering. 

In the run-up to the 2006 local 
elections the police condemned BNP 
lies about armed gangs of ethnic 
minority students from the college 
invading Debden and being responsible 
for most of the violent crime. Inspector 
Denise Morrisey said at the time: “We 
don't have black and Asian kids coming 
into the area running riot. It’s just not 
happening ... In fact a lot of the crime is 
carried out by local youths. Many 
residents would agree with me on that 
they know the people doing it. People at 
the college have been victims of crime 
like anyone else. There’s no suggestion 
they're responsible.” 


BNP councillor Pat Richardson: 
would-be school governor 


Of course any regular reader of 
Searchlight will know that lying comes 
naturally to the BNP. The latest issue of 
the BNP’s Loughton newsletter, Debden 
Patriot, is no exception. The BNP 
cannot forgive the Loughton Residents’ 
Association for taking two district 
council seats from the BNP in last year’s 
elections. 

The BNP’s particular target is Rose 
Brookes, a Methodist churchgoer, 
voluntary worker for children’s charities 
and councillor for Loughton Alderton 
ward. Her crime in the eyes of the BNP 
is her vocal opposition to racism and her 
support for the anti-racist community 
group Redbridge and Epping Forest 
Together. The BNP has dubbed her 
“Red Rose” and an “extremist” because 
of “her long history of far-left activism 
with Marxist front-groups like 
Searchlight”. 

The BNP may think such attacks will 
help to save the seats of its three 
councillors who come up for election 
next year, but Loughton residents are 
not so easily fooled. When they 
compare the BNP’s lies with the 
concrete action the Loughton Residents 
Association is taking to save Debden’s 
green spaces, the BNP is likely to come 
off second best. 


Equality for some 


MARTYN FINDLEY, one of the two 
BNP councillors elected to 
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last May, is clearly in need of 
some instruction on his own 
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A meeting of the council's 
Overview Joint Scrutiny 
Commission on 16 March listened 
to a presentation from the 
council's equalities officer. In the 
discussion that followed, Findley 
asked the chairman: “Can you 
assure me that at no time in the 
past this Council has or in the 
future will discriminate for or 
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pleased to report that, “The Chair 
gave reassurances that it had 
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BNP still numerically challenged 


AS THE OFFICIAL opposition on Barking and Dagenham council, the BNP 
proposed its own alternative budget at the council meeting on 25 February. 
Like last year, it did not add up and appeared to consist of figures plucked out 
of the air. 

The BNP put forward a long list of cuts in services, with the aim of achieving 
a 5% reduction in council tax, but provided scant evidence of how its 
cuts might be achieved. Many of the BNP’s suggested changes, such as 
providing various services in-house instead of outsourcing them, would not 
result in any saving in cost, according to the borough's Chief Financial Officer. 
Some of the proposals would leave the council unable to meet its statutory 
obligations. 

The highlight of the BNP’s incompetence was its projected £2 million 
saving on marketing and communications. “There is no evidence to support 
a saving of this level being sustainable as £2m is greater than the actual 
budget of £1.4m,’ advised the Chief Financial Officer. 

The BNP also proposed building a £20 million boarding school to take 
children out of fostering and to cater for children with a statement of special 
needs. Labour councillor Jeanne Alexander, the executive member for 
children, denounced the proposal as “heartless” and a “kick in the teeth of 
vulnerable people” In fact the BNP is just following nazi tradition of removing 
people with disabilities or special needs from the rest of the community. 

A BNP proposal to build a caravan site in Barking for families in temporary 
accommodation was condemned as a “ghetto” and “reminiscent of 1960s 
South African policy”. 


They seek him here 


RICHARD BARNBROOK, | the 
BNP’s London Assembly member, 
attended Barking and Dagenham 
council’s budget setting meeting on 
25 February, where he was reportedly 
still recovering from his birthday 
celebrations the day before. But he 
seems to have been doing little in 
return for his 450,000 a year 
Assembly salary, if his website is 
anything to go by. 

As Searchlight goes to press, 
Barnbrook has posted nothing since 
3 March, and that entry only 
reproduced the Mayor's written 
answers to Barnbook’s usual batch of 
silly questions. 

Simon Darby, Barnbrook’s part-time 
personal assistant at City Hall and 
deputy leader of the BNP, has said not a 
word about Barnbrook on his own 
prolific blog for some weeks and the 
only reference to him on the BNP’s 
website in March was a report of him 
speaking to a BNP meeting in 
Barnsley, a long way from London. 

So is Mr Barnbook indisposed? 
Or perhaps Darby has been so busy 
talking to journalists, who seem to 
have developed an insatiable interest 
in the BNP, that he has had no time 
to guide Barnbrook closely through 
his Assembly duties and write his 
blog for him. 


Home news 


By-elections bring little joy for BNP 


By Sonia Gable 


AFTER THE EUPHORIA of winning a 
seat on Sevenoaks District Council on 
19 February, the British National Party 
came back down to earth with a bump 
when it failed to do better than third 
place in any of the council by- 
elections it contested in the following 
four weeks. 

On 26 February the BNP contested 
only one by-election — for Broxtowe 
Borough Council in the East Midlands, 
where Sadie Graham, who led the 
rebellion in the BNP last winter, is a 
councillor, now independent. 
Standing in Greasley ward, the BNP 
candidate came third with 301 votes, 
13.1%, albeit 2.5% up since the last 
time it stood there. 

Cumbria BNP put a lot of effort into 
two Carlisle City Council by-elections 
on 5 March. Activists from all over the 
North West, and some from the North 
East and Scotland, delivered more 
than 10 separate items to most 
households, raising questions about 
how the BNP managed to print it all 
within the tight spending limits 
imposed on council elections. 

The BNP confidently announced 
that it was a “two horse race” in Castle 
ward a few weeks before polling day, 
but ended up finishing third, with a 
disappointing 255 votes, 19.7%. 
Even worse was the result in Belah, 
where the party came fourth with 142 
votes, 9.4%. 

Martin Wingfield, editor of the BNP’s 
newspaper Voice of Freedom, who lives 
in Cumbria, headed his blog post the 
next day: “Bitterly disappointed this 
morning’, and admitted to feeling 
“a little deflated, having hoped to 
poll even better and take second place 
off Labour”. 

The BNP took two other third places 
on the same day: in Atherstone 
Central, North Warwickshire, with 186 
votes, 21.6%, and in Ravenscliffe, 
Newcastle under Lyme, with 180 
votes, amounting to 20.0%. 

On 12 March the BNP contested two 
wards in St Helens, also in the crucial 
North West region, where the party 
hopes to get its leader Nick Griffin 
elected to the European Parliament in 


June. Again it could not do better than 
third place in Parr ward (183 votes, 
10.6%) and fourth in Rainhill (215 
votes, 6.3%, 2.6% down on the last 
time it stood there). 

The following week, a Salford by- 
election in Pendlebury ward delivered 
another third place with 373 BNP 
votes, 13.5%, similar to the last time 
the party stood there. 

The BNP is now measuring its results 
against the percentage needed to 
gain an MEP in the relevant region. 
After the poor results in St Helens, 
Wingfield wrote that the efforts of a 
BNP team of activists drafted from all 
over the North West for a day of action 
the day before polling day had “just 
about paid off with the BNP’s 
percentage across the two wards 
around the 8% mark required to get 
Nick elected”. 

This is true, but one has to 
remember two things. In a council by- 
election the BNP can quite easily bring 
in activists from all over the country to 
flood a ward with leaflets and 


Clive Jefferson, 
tasked with getting 
in the BNP votes in 
the North West 


canvassers, as Clive Jefferson, the 
BNP’'s North West elections officer, did 
when he heard the campaign in 
St Helens was “in trouble”. When the 
whole country is going to the polls, 
that is impossible. 

The second point is that the BNP 


does not contest all council by- 
elections, only those in areas where 
it has activists and can expect some 
support. In the four weeks from 
26 February to 19 March, the BNP 
contested eight council by-elections 
but failed to field a candidate in a 
further 12. It is unlikely that the party 
would have polled particularly well if it 
had done so. 

There are of course other factors in 
the European election that favour the 
BNP, as Nick Lowles explains in his 
open letter to readers on pages 4-5. 
But the campaign to stop the BNP 
gaining election to the European 
Parliament is winnable, if we put in 
enough effort, despite the quite high 
percentages the party often achieves 
in local by-elections. ~= 
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Secret squirrels 


by Matthew Collins 


SOMETIMES SIMON DARBY, the 
British National Party’s deputy leader 
and avid blogger, makes me laugh, or 
should that be guffaw? Take this little 
gem from Darby’s blog in response to 
an article by Tony Travers of the 
London School of Economics on the 
good work being done by Barking and 
Dagenham council despite the presence 
on the council of 12 members of 
Darby’s Nazi party. “Surely Mr Travers 
should be congratulating the 
contribution made by our councillors 
rather than implying that they are some 
kind of hindrance,” wrote Darby. 

Darby could perhaps ask Travers to 
help that moronic dozen of BNP 
councillors next time they're due to put 
forward their shadow budget. Proposing 
a two million pound cut from a budget 
of £1.4m is, I would think, even for a 
good Aryan like myself, impossible. 
But then, what do I know? 

Paranoia swept the fascist blogging 
community last month when Phil Bryant, 
the man behind the awful Battle of Britain 
blog, had his collar felt by Barking’s 
boys in blue. News of Bryant’s arrest 
had every other internet loony jumping 
on a conspiracy theory of immense 
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proportions, some even claiming that they 
had (among other gems) discovered that 
pornography had “mysteriously” appeared 
on their computers! 

Others claimed they could hear secret 
squirrels on their phone lines or were 
being victimised by a state-induced 
slow internet connection. None of these 
dubious claims were of course the actual 
reason for Bryant being found, caught 


and cautioned. The silly sausage was 
hauled tearfully from his Streatham 
home for sending a malicious email 
to one of the decent councillors on 
Barking and Dagenham council. 
It’s hardly the plot from Spooks, is it? 
The Ulster branch of the extreme 
British People’s Party launched an 
unlikely anti-drug campaign last month 
(attempting to stifle the opposition 
perhaps?) with leaflets they claimed 
would highlight that the province was 
in the grip of Republican drug 
racketeering. Rather like every other 
BPP campaign, there was no proof they 


_ were doing any more than putting a 


dubious looking leaflet on their website, 
but given how many in that tiny sect 
earn their beer tokens by drug dealing 
themselves, it’s a bit rich launching any 
kind of anti-drugs campaign, anywhere! 

Also a bit rich is the BPP’s Ulster 
blogsite, on which the one and only 
entry in the past six months is an 
obituary to the disgraced former UDA 
gangster and drug dealer Ihab 
Shoukri. Shoukri died of a drug 
overdose last November. Ulster BPP 
describe him as a “Loyalist Patriot”, 
something few others in the province 
who are fighting the scourge of drugs 
in Protestant communities would be 
likely to agree with. 

Mike Green, the defective detective 
behind the BNP’s “White Police 
Association’, lists among his interests 
“Fascist bigotry and corruption” (and 
vintage cars, obviously). 

Green's modus operandi appears to be 
excusing (if not encouraging) police 
officers who beat up or shoot people. 
He does this mainly with the aid of cut 
and paste articles from the Daily Mail 
and some creative and encouraging 
editing. I know in this day and age we 
throw around the “fascist” tag far too 
often, but given Mr Green's stated 
interests, might the suggestion from the 
defective detective that we provide 
“incentives” to ensure the CPS carry out 
prosecutions and gain convictions, and 
also that in preparation we start 
building bigger (and presumably 
harsher) prisons, be a little reminiscent 
of other parts of Europe in other times? 

Throw in Barking and Dagenham 
BNP’s recently declared desire to build 
what are little more than work/refugee 
camps in the borough and a Dickensian 
sounding childrens home, may I 
suggest that while theyre quietly 
stumped up in their homes breaking in 
their jackboots, the BNP is slowly and 
little by little looking more and more 
like the fascist party it thinks nobody 
but us loves to hate? ~= 


International 
roundup 


Facing 
prosecution for 
racism: 
Frank Vanhecke 
photo: 
Donarreiskoffer 


LATVIA 
SS veterans march 
banned 


WAFFEN SS VETERANS and _ their 
extreme-right supporters were 
banned from staging a march in Riga 
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protests by the _ International 
Federation of Resistance Fighters (FIR) 
Eiaten oltaicig (eleesslos deta (eolave(slaalaicre, 
the glorification of Hitler’s instrument 


. VB MEP fights for 


mMuniey from prosecution 


Wim Haelsterman reports from 
Brussels for AFF/ Verzet - RésistanceS 
in Brussels 


FRANK VANHECKE, the former 
president of the far-right Flemish 
Interest (VB), has appealed against the 
decision of the European Parliament to 


strip him of his parliamentary 
immunity over accusations of racism. 
The parliament’s move on 18 


November last year came in response to 
a request by the former Belgian federal 
government to facilitate Vanhecke’s 
prosecution for racism. 

The case concerns a racist article in a 
local VB magazine that wrongly 
identified immigrant Muslim youths as 
the perpetrators of vandalism at a 
churchyard in the town of Sint-Niklaas. 
Shocked by the falsehoods in the 
article, the mayor of Sint-Niklaas, 
Freddy Willockx, demanded that the 
magazine publish a correction but this 
did not happen. Eventually, Willockx 


started legal action against the 
“responsible editor” of the racist 
magazine, who at the time was 


Vanhecke. The author of the racist 
article is unknown. 

Vanhecke, 49, has now launched a 
legal challenge to the European 
Parliament’s decision at the Euro- 
pean Court of Justice in Luxemburg. 
His lawyers claim the Parliament 
did not fully comply with its own rules 
and failed to organise a plenary debate 
on the issue. 

Vanhecke’s manoeuvre is not 
surprising as there is much at stake for 
him and his party. He is still officially 
the VB’s leading candidate for the 
European election in June but, if 
convicted, faces losing his political 
rights, his current seat in the European 
Parliament and the right to stand as a 
candidate in June. 


of fascist terror. In appeals to the 
Latvian government, the European 
rey-lalelantciale clare) dae of-tole)(=\ o)¢ niter-) 
the FIR also called for civil opposition 
to the political activities of the 
Nazi veterans. 

The march had caused tension 
between Latvia and Russia after 
Maris Riekstins, the Latvian Foreign 
Minister, dismissed Russian claims 
that the Baltic state was glorifying 
Nazism. A Russian Foreign Ministry 
Seige ae elewagiece| agin ss 
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Y Nazi 
evel jailed for 
Holocaust denial 


A GERMAN court imposed a 


five-year prison sentence on the 


nazi lawyer Horst Mahler 
(pictured) last month for denying 
the Holocaust after a separate 
court sentenced him to six years on 
similar charges. The two sentences 
will be served concurrently. 

Lawyers for the 73-year-old 
former Red Army Faction 
terrorist said they would appeal 
against the five-year sentence. 
Judges in Potsdam found Mahler 
guilty of denying the Holocaust 
on numerous occasions and for 
disputing the fact that the Nazis 
had systematically murdered six 
million Jews. 

In February, a Munich court 
jailed Mahler, who has been an 
associate of Nick Griffin, the 
British National Party leader, for 
six years for describing the 
Holocaust as “the biggest lie in 
history”. He was also convicted of 
sending offensive CDs and a book 
by the convicted Holocaust denier 
Germar Rudolf through the post. 

Mahler belonged to the nazi 
National Democratic Party bet- 
ween 2000 and 2003. Last April, he 
was convicted for giving a Hitler 
salute to a Jewish journalist in an 
interview and for denying the 
Holocaust. He also praised the 
terror attacks of 11 September 
2001 and has accused Jews of 
seeking “world domination”. 


“Legionnaires Day” commemoration 
of 16 March as a “Nazi supporters’ 
atelacam late! i <csarctel ie aue) alejlofesiecqs 
denial. 
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remembrance day, __ traditionally 
includes a parade in central Riga to 
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Hitler in the Latvian Legion of the 
Waffen SS. The ban on this year's 
march is a defeat for the elderly SS 
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NAZI YOUTH groups are “one of 
the major terrorist threats” to the 
Russian Federation, the Russian 
government has acknowledged for 
the first time. The admission came in 
a press release on 11 March issued by 
the National Anti-Terrorist 
Committee (NAK) about the work 
of Russia’s security services in 2008. 

The statement noted the growth 
of “neo-nazi youth groups that have 
adopted the tactics of force in their 
extremist actions.” The Interior 
Ministry claimed that total 
membership of the various radical 
movements had reached 200,000 — 
rather more than most human rights 
groups estimate — and that 10,000 
people are facing charges for 
extremist crimes. 

Sergei Sokolov, chief editor of 
the independent Moscow 
newspaper Novaya Gazeta said that 
the government’s admission was 
“entirely justified but also 
extremely late”. Sokolov also 
pointed out that the NAK report 


SEVERAL THOUSAND racists 
marched through Sofia on 3 March to 
protest against a Turkish minority 
party's admission to the coalition 
government. The protesters, who 
mostly belonged to the fascist Ataka 
party, called on Prime Minister Sergei 
Stanishev and his government to 
resign. Some demonstrators held a 
huge placard that read: “No to Turkey 
in the EU.” 

The Movement for Rights and 
Freedoms represents Bulgaria’s Turkish 
minority, who comprise around 10% of 
the population. Ataka first entered 
parliament in 2005 and polls suggest it 
could become the country’s third 
largest party after the general election 
in June. 

However adverse publicity 
surrounding Ataka’s leader, Volen 
Siderov, could damage the party’s ; 
prospects. Siderov and his rival Boyan 
Rasate, leader of the Bulgarian 
National Union, are entangled in a 
bitter court battle after each accused 
the other of libel. Siderov is suing 
Rasate over statements in a 
Bulgarian tabloid that Siderov had 
“made a deal with the governing 
parties especially with the Bulgarian 
Socialist Party”. 


\ Nazis a major terrorist threat 


does not address questions of “by 
whom and how these neo-nazi 
groups are being protected and who 
is using them for their own political 
and other goals? 

“These people,” he continued, 
“represent a greater danger than the 
neo-nazis they are using.” Sokolov 
has experience of nazi violence. 
His colleague Anastasia Baburova 
and the prominent human rights 
lawyer Stanislav Markelov were 
savagely gunned down in the street in 
the centre of Moscow on 21 January. 

Fascists have stepped up their 
campaign of terror against human 
rights campaigners. In February the 
director of the SOVA Centre, which 
monitors right-wing extremism in 
Russia, was harassed at his home. 
Alexander Verkhovsky’s name, home 
address and other personal details 
appeared in a list of “enemies of the 
Russian people” that a nazi group 
posted on its website in early 2008, 
with direct appeals to kill the 
individuals named. 


'/, Racists protest against Turkish party 


Rasate, who claims that Ataka’s 
presence in the Bulgarian Parliament is 
a waste of money, has accused Siderov 
of stealing key political ideas from his 
own party’ programme and _ has 
speculated at length about Siderov’s 
sexuality. 


Volen Siderov, 
leader of the 
fascist Ataka party 


The song remains 
the same 


By Henry Lunde for Antifa- 
Net in Oslo 


THE FAR-RIGHT populist Progress 
Party (FrP) has been isolated in recent 
months. Despite being the second 
largest party in Parliament, it was the 
only party left out of cross-party talks 
about action to tackle the environmental 
crisis. This is not surprising as it disputes 
that climate change is a problem. 

The FrP has also been ridiculed 
throughout public debate about the 
financial crisis. In addition it now seems 
clear that it will not be welcomed into 
the conservative bloc for the general 
election in September. 

So it was a godsend for the party 
when heated debate erupted about 
women being allowed to wear the hijab 
as a part of police uniform. The FrP’s 
leader, Siv Jensen (pictured), dived into 
the row head first with a speech 
claiming that the hijab debate was more 
proof that Norway was undergoing 
“Tslamification by stealth”. 

She also claimed Sharia had been 
introduced in parts of the Swedish city 
of Malmo that the police refused to 
enter, a flagrant lie. Nevertheless her 
fellow FrP MP Per-Willy Amundsen 
added his own bizarre claim that Islam 
is a far bigger threat to Norway than 
both the “so-called climate crisis” and 
the financial crisis. 

Per-Kristian Foss, the Conservative 
Party’s deputy leader, likened Jensen's 
rhetoric to the fascist smears against 
Jews in the 1930s. Stung by this, Jensen 
bleated that she was “saddened and 
horrified to be compared with Hitler”. 
Playing the victim is exactly the same 
tactic that Carl I Hagen, who led the 
FrP from 1978 to 2006, employed time 
and again to deflect criticism of himself. 

_ The party seems to have profited from 
the recent debate. An opinion poll in 
February showed its support had leapt 
six points to 29.4%, which is likely to 
result in more of the same in the months 
leading up to the general election. 


STATESIDE 


Inside the Preserving Western 
Civilization Conference 


By Devin Burghart for the Institute for Research and Education on 
Human Rights and Anti-Fa Net 


he Preserving Western Civiliza- 
tion conference drew about 100 
men and women from Canada, 
the UK, and the USA to a suit- 
and-tie affair at a hotel near the 
Baltimore-Washington International 
airport. The event was organised by 76 
year-old Michael Hart, who received his 
PhD in astrophysics from Princeton 
and is known in white nationalist circles 
for his proposal for a racial partition of 
the United States. Hart is also Jewish, as 
were a significant percentage of the 
conference speakers and the attendees. 
These were “scientific racists”, seeking 
to root their anti-Islamic politics in 
genetics, rather than simply in culture. 

The conference from 6-8 February 
was the first significant white nationalist 
confab since President Obama’s 
inauguration, and influential figures such 
as J. Philippe Rushton, Peter Brimelow 
and a representative of the British 
National Party were among the speakers. 
As such, the proceedings pointed to 
the direction at least one part of the 
movement will take in the near future. 

This was an attempt to create a 
new ideological pole friendlier to 
Jewish participation, but within the 
broader white nationalist movement. 
They would bind Islamophobia and 
nativism with scientific racism. 

After the white nationalist American 
Renaissance began inviting a handful of 
Jewish racists, such as Michael Levin, to 
its conferences promoting  old- 
fashioned genetic determinism, there 
has been an uneasy truce about “the 
Jewish question” in white nationalist 
intellectual circles. At those conferences 
antisemites participated, but they were 
prevailed upon not to display openly 
their antisemitism. The truce came to 
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an end after a 2006 profanity-laden 
altercation between Hart and David 
Duke. The blow-up _ reverberated 
throughout the movement, creating the 
schisms that led to the Preserving 
Western Civilization conference. 
Opening the conference, Hart 
proclaimed that the white race and 
Western Civilisation are the “pinnacle 
of human history”. Setting the stage for 
the rest of the weekend, he outlined the 
three problems faced by Western 
Civilisation — Islam, immigration, and 


white guilt. 
Islamophobia was a dominant theme 
of the conference. Hart would 


encourage the audience to equivocate 
Islam with Nazism; and the Koran with 


Mein Kampf. 
In a professorial monotone, Serge 
Trifkovic kicked the weekend’s 


Islamophobia into high gear with a 
lengthy attack on Muhammad and all of 
Islam. Trifkovic, a Serbian expatriate 
who before becoming the foreign affairs 
editor at the paleo-conservative 
magazine Chronicles was a spokesman 
for the convicted war criminal Biljana 
Plavsic, warned that Western 
Civilisation faces an old existential 
enemy, an aggressive foe. Echoing 
themes from his inflammatory 2002 
book, The Sword and the Prophet, he 
warned that the threat was not from 
“Islamo-fascism’, but from Islam. 
Period. Gloomily, he predicted that “the 
survival of civilisation is at stake”. 
Rushton, the soft-spoken psychology 


professor at the University of Western . 


Ontario and a leading figure among 
academic racists, went even further, 
contending that Islam was not just a 
cultural, but a genetic problem. 
According to Rushton, the Muslim 


problem is not just a condition of their 
particular belief system. Instead, he 
argued that Muslims have an aggressive 
personality with relatively closed, 
simple minds, and are less impervious to 
reason than one might expect. 

Not to be outdone, Lawrence Auster, 
whose biographical details boast that his 
blog, View from the Right, was 
“influential in defeating the McCain- 
Kennedy immigration bill in the Senate 
in 2007”, pushed a different sort of 
policy proposal in front of this crowd. 
Pretending that he was president, Auster 
ran through a list of Islamopohobic 
charges while stumping for a startling 
Constitutional Amendment to ban 
Islam and all Muslims from the 
United States. His proposal received a 
rousing applause. 

Armed with a handful of papers, 
Patricia Richardson took the stage on 
Sunday morning to talk Islamophobia 
from a British perspective. Searchlight 
readers are no doubt familiar with 
Richardson, an elected BNP councillor 
who takes pains to remind people that 
she is Jewish. When Richardson 
announced that she was from the BNP, 
cheers rang out. She ran through several 
news items to paint a picture of 
Muslim immigration as a demographic 
catastrophe. “If they’re not plotting and 
planning unrest, they’re planning how 
to get your money,” she noted. 

Even the Saturday evening banquet 
entertainer, Julia Gorin, “one of the 
most recognised names in conservative 
comedy”, couldn't resist the Muslim- 
bashing. Testing out some new material 
on the very receptive audience, she 
joked about Obama’s Muslim roots, 
and even tried to turn torture into a 
punch-line. 


The second key threat to Western 
Civilisation Hart sketched out was non- 
white immigration. He noted that 
because of immigration, the time is now 
rapidly approaching where whites will 
no longer be a majority. 

Lino Graglia, the 79-year-old 
University of Texas law professor, 
provided an exhaustive history of the 
birthright citizenship provision of the 
US Constitution’s 14th Amendment. 
Contrary to contemporary 
jurisprudence, Graglia argued that not 
everyone born in the US is 
automatically a citizen. Attacking the 
14th Amendment has become a hot 
topic in nativist circles. Nativist groups 
are already pushing a 2010 California 
ballot measure that would strike a blow 
at birthright citizenship. 


Continuing the nativism thread, 
Roger McGrath, the _ silver-haired 
California surfer turned UCLA 


professor, spun a nostalgic yarn entitled 
“Paradise Lost” about the demise of the 
California of his youth at the hands of 
non-white immigrants. 

Brenda Walker, a nativist of Berkeley, 
California, tried to make defending the 
West a womens issue. Her speech slung 
together the crudest racial and cultural 
stereotypes about China, India, Somalia 
and Mexico. She concluded, “We can 
have multiculturalism, or we can have 
women’s health and safety, not both”. 
Like many of the other speakers, she 
made a pitch for stopping Muslim 
immigration. She ended with a 
common conference refrain: “What we 
have in the West is worth defending. 
We must defend it.” 

The other significant conference 
theme was “white guilt”. Hart, for 
instance, claimed that an increasing 


Michael Hart, the conference organiser, introduces Pat Richardson to an audience of racists 
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Pro-Palin leaflet circulated at the conference 


number of Americans don’t feel like 
defending America any more, because 
many believe the country is hopelessly 
racist. He encouraged the crowd to 
disprove that whites and blacks are 
equally talented to increase Western 
morale (hence the prominence of 
scientific racists on the agenda). 

Rushton took up Hart’s challenge 
and tried to give an academic polish to 
the old widely discredited notions of 
eugenics and “race science”. Rushton 
ran through slides featuring different 
categories of evidence purporting to 
show that the connection between race 
and IQ is genetic. After showing 
photos of places such as Soweto, 
Rushton tried to argue that instead of 
bad places affecting IQ, those are 
the types of places that people with 
low IQs_ produce. During his 
presentation he pointed out how well 
accepted his research has become in 
academic circles. 

With economic news dominating the 
headlines, surprisingly, there was 
virtually no discussion of the economic 
situation in this room. There were no 
plans drawn up to take advantage of the 
financial meltdown, no populist talk 
of helping white America financially. 
It was all racial and cultural nationalism 
all the time. 

Not even Peter Brimelow, a former 
financial reporter, ventured anywhere 
near economic topics during his 
remarks. Brimelow, the blue blazer 
British immigrant who used to write 
for Forbes and now runs the white 
nationalist website VDARE.com, told 
the crowd that “race is destiny 
politically” and that immigration is 
shifting the racial balance towards 
minorities. After quipping that they 


have “hate facts” and “hate numbers” on 
their side, Brimelow ran through poll 
data from the 2008 election to argue 
that immigration reform is a good 
way to appeal to the real GOP (Grand 
Old Party - the Republicans) base, 
white America. 

Looking forward, Brimelow 
hypothesised that immigration may 
break the party system apart and that 
we might see a new political party or 
growing _— secessionist | movements. 
Brimelow also referenced former 
Republican vice presidential candidate 
Sarah Palin as a “cultural cue” to the 
white working class. 

Governor Palin's name surfaced 
several times during the conference. 
At lunch on Saturday, “Draft Sarah” 
flyers were placed on tables. At the 
banquet, Paul Streitz, chairman of the 
2012 Draft Sarah Committee, assured 
the crowd that Palin was learning the 
appropriate anti-immigrant “cues” and 
that his committee was working to 
arrange a trip for her down to the 
Arizona border to meet with Glenn 
Spencer of the nativist group American 
Patrol. The announcement drew cheers 
from the banquet crowd. 

It’s too early to tell if this schism will 
become permanent, or if a new 
organisation rises out of the meeting. 
Keeping an eye on what might be, 
several different groups had a presence 
at the event. Among the notables in the 
audience: Joel Lefevre, editor of the 
Council of Conservative Citizens 
tabloid; Stephen Webster, the assistant 
editor at American Renaissance; 
Bob Vandervoort of Chicagoland 


Friends of American Renaissance; 


and Louis Andrews of the National 
Policy Institute. ~= 


International 


Fascists parade behind terror banner 


By Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


CANNABIS IS A THREAT to a 
healthy white people's community 
according to Voorpost, a Dutch fascist 
organisation, which held an anti-drugs 
demonstration on 1 March in 
Maastricht, near the Belgian border. 

Voorpost opposes the policy under 
which cannabis is legally sold 
in “coffee shops” in the Netherlands. 
Its view is shared by Voorpost’s allies 
in the much larger Voorpost Flanders 
organisation and the National 
Students Association (NSV). 

Anti-fascists responded quickly to the 
announcement of the demonstration, 
which Voorpost had been publicising 
since December, by mobilising a 
campaign against Voorpost and calling 
for a counter demonstration. 

A key element in the anti-fascist 
campaign was a speaking tour of 15 
cities in Belgium, the Netherlands and 


Germany, which included detailed 
presentations on the ideology of 
Voorpost and the people behind it. 
Three weeks before the Maastricht 
demonstration, anti-fascists successfully 
stopped a Voorpost meeting in Delft, 
near The Hague. 

The authorities kept the route of the 
Voorpost march a secret, even from 
Voorpost itself for a time. When the 
fascists’ buses from Belgium gathered on 
the Dutch border, anti-fascist supporters 
from the local football club attacked 
them with stones, causing damage to the 
vehicles and injuries to one fascist. 

As the 200-strong demonstration 
finally set off to chants of “The national 
resistance is marching here,” it met 
opposition from anti-fascists, local 
youths and football supporters, who 
temporarily halted its progress by 
popping up with protest banners along 


the route, staging sit-downs and 
occupying the place where the march 
was to end. For Voorpost it was an awful 
day, made worse by the fact that when 
its coaches finally left Maastricht they 
were attacked again. 

Although Voorpost tries to portray 
itself merely as a nationalist group, nazi 
activists from Blood and Honour 
Flanders and the Dutch People’s Union 
(NVU) took part in the march. 
There were even supporters of National 
Socialist Action, despite the fact that 
the NSA’s leadership has distanced itself 
from Voorpost, accusing it of being 
“friends of the Jews”. 

But the Maastricht demonstration 
was hardly a “unification” exercise. 
Because of the bitter feuds raging on 
the fascist Stormfront internet forum, 
relations between the NVU (and NSA) 


and Voorpost are colder than ever. 


Mark Atkinson nazi recidivist 


MARK ATKINSON, the special 
guest at the Dutch People’s 
Union rally in February, has 
a long history of nazi activity 
and violence. 

Now in his early forties, he 
first came to Searchlight’s 
attention as a teenager 
Wiel=sayi ales uiickss @)ale) oye) ¢-] @) al-ve| 
at a Chelsea match in the 
company of hardline racists 
eleven erer4celiiare) alidlarg 
salutes and shouting abuse. 

lic efe)e) elie) 0) e) re rife) ial 
the early 1990s working as a 
kitchen hand at Royal 
Holloway College in Egham 
on the edge of southwest 
Hojavelelay alts aleyagiasclacrey 
where he initiated attacks 
on Asian students. 

The attacks only stopped 
when, in the absence of any 
police action, the families of 
the victims took matters 


Heike) dateliaceiUamarclarekirsjare| 
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the campus. 

It was around this time 
that he became a core 
member of the violent 
British version of the Ku Klux 
Klan alongside various 
laYe}ce| lates areydico |acy [ar-\o (2) ¢ 
Alan Beshella, had been 
(oko) aiirei tare |e) ef-\exe(e)e) al) [| 
and illegal possession of 
guns while living in the USA. 

When Combat 18, the 
British nazi terror group, was 
formed in 1992 Atkinson 
became a very active 
member. Though 
semiliterate, he played a 
tiare)(ele ce)(s lal eleyigiel0)elave) as 
hate material, which 
included bomb diagrams, 
lave| [ay e-1ae(idjare) ej-ve)e)(=1.e)g) 
the groups hate lists. 

In 1997 the law caught up 


with him and he was jailed 
ice) @7all aavelavaatcncele'ol¥ ie) itv allele) 
the C18 magazine Stormer. 
The trial judge said it 
contained “vile outpourings 
of hatred and incitement 
to violence’, 

C18 was at the time beset 
by feuding that resulted in 
Gi pr-lal(cssy-) ce [ale @iiskicolaen(alg 
leader, and Martin Cross 
murdering Chris Castle, a 
Nel late) sie) 2) ele)araie e)piugi-s 
opposing faction, in 
February 1997. Atkinson 
was already working 
closely with Will "The 
Beast” Browning, a 
Witel(saieaarie vere) 
had taken over C18’s 
leadership from 
Sargent, who was 
by now busy 
veyerl(eliave) ciace) aie) 
European links and 


stockpiling explosives and 
weapons. 

Atkinson was then living 
in Egham with Elizabeth 
Hunt, a hardline nazi from 
south London, who was 
associated with some of the 
suspects in the racist murder 
of Stephen Lawrence. 

He was also close to key 
killers associated with the 
loyalist Ulster Freedom 


A week before the Voorpost march, 
the NVU had gathered in Amersfoort, 
near Utrecht, for a demonstration 
“against capitalism”. 

People from Amersfoort, a town with 
a sad history of hosting a forced labour 
camp during the German occupation, 
were incensed when they learned that 
the NVU would parade near a memorial 
to people executed by the Nazi invaders. 

Before the march started, the nazis, 


of the self-styled terrorist organisation 
Combat 18, encountered a blockade 
accompanied by noise from whistles 
and klaxons. Later along the route local 
youngsters again blocked the nazis’ 
path, forcing the police to shorten and 
adjust the route. 

Although the town’s mayor had 
announced that she would intervene to 
stop racist, national socialist and 
insulting slogans, the nazis were allowed 


Dutch and Belgian members of Voorpost link 
arms to protect themselves against anti- 
fascist actions along the route of the 
Maastricht march 


“Combat 18 terror machine” and 
pOeath | tow seek 40 They)) “also 
commemorated a Waffen SS member 
called Van Eggen, who died a week 
before the march, and collected money 
for a wreath for his grave. 

The main speaker was Arnoud 
Kuipers, leader of Blood and Honour 
Flanders. Surrounded by riot police, he 
raved about national socialism being 
“the only solution to all problems”. 
The special guest, however, came from 
Britain — Mark Atkinson, leader of the 
Racial Volunteer Force. 

The nazis just about managed to 
complete their march but had to wait 
almost an hour before they could leave 
the town, shouted down by dozens of 
people including local councillors. 
It was the first time since 2003 that 


carrying a huge banner with the symbol 


Fighters. One was Steve Irvin, 
who murdered several 
Catholics in a pub after 
Claiciaiaremdatcy oy] ar] ae! 
shouting “trick or treat’ Irvin 
was released under the Good 
Friday Agreement, but is now 
serving a 30-year sentence 
ico)m alenao)aliiale(cvenciacolaiys 
activities. Atkinson described 
Irvin as a victim of “ZOG’, the 
so-called Zionist Occupation 
(Gro \=alaatcialuidarciuidalc.al-yals 


erliaa) aUlaciaatenlecicciaavelg(en 


Wary eliiena) @itsiiclayeer-| hy 


to chant 


produced the Racial 
Volunteer Force, a small 
iatelcelllalcuaY-y4ice| colU| ova col gaatare| 
in 2002 as a result of 
eicoMatinre mae) anwViliiare)alsxsii xe) 
lead C18 in any action. 
Atkinson was one of the 
founding members. 

It was not long before the 
police started investigating 
the RVF for stirring up race 
hate on its website and in its 
magazine Stormer, the same 
name as the one for which 
Atkinson had been 
imprisoned in 1997. In 2004 
seven RVF activists, 
(lavel(e(elfere viclaryela clare! 
mlelale Wicigs are) ce (sel clare icelu(= 
to appear at the Old Bailey. 

But fearing a return to 
re) gkvolay /ava.4)ai-rejaliiisve/ ice) 
Spain where he hid out with 
faateianlel= @3 eles) er) elcia) si(erere| 

E clale alle vigi@i se 
>, That lasted until spring 


Mark Atkinson (right) joins 
his fellow national 
socialist Arnoud Kuipers 
in Amersfoort 


“national socialism now!”, 


2005, when he was arrested 
in a large police raid on the 
Spanish group's meeting 
place carried out by Spanish 
Foxe) [fo caiaworolay (el aralde) ai ii4 a) 
officers from Scotland Yard. 
Atkinson was briefly 
hospitalised after he put up 
a fight, but was quickly 
Craigelelivarelice)|me)arelelan Vt] aN 
of the Spaniards were 
charged with possession of 
weapons and explosives. 

Tay (oN) 00) e1=16940)0 0) 
Pa dlaccelai)areicelel ae) taliai ahd g 
members were jailed for a 
total of 15 years. Atkinson 
Fafolart pias (olave[eiarylaitclavacy os 
five years. They had all 
je) (er-(e {cre i(e(¥)|iay, xe) elu le)itialare, 
Stormer with the intention of 
laveidiare cer) arcingcop 
Atkinson also pleaded guilty 
to operating the RVF website 
to stir up race hate. Charges 
Cleciiacie aitlaie (cic ge) e)e]e, 

While he was in prison the 
extreme British People's 
cies’, e)celagreacie| alliage | 
nazi cult figure. Kevin 
Watmough, the operator of 


an NVU march had been stopped, 
shortened and blocked. ~= 


the nazi terror website 
Redwatch, published an 
interview with him as part of 
elawsiacciaal el mcelolgiaremelaligy 
between the RVF and BPP. 

When Atkinson was 
released a homecoming 
party was thrown for him, 
but although he sent a 
message he failed to appear, 
clearly worried about the 
Eleiaare)gid(ccy aave)alice)aiarejaicy 
activities while he was still 
on licence. 

His trip to the Netherlands 
alec olabclavaclare | alk 
welcome by the Dutch 
People’s Union is a matter 
for concern, as is his 
statement in a Dutch 
television interview that he 
Nirelel(e|@e)pai= ke) mui ge) e\-s 
every time his comrades 
asked or needed him to do 
so because the problems 
were the same all over 
Europe. Adrian Brooks, 
Elarejtateie (-r-rellare| (re)ais lavas 
RVE, was a guest speaker for 
the same Dutch group last 
Werle 


International 


‘ International nazis 
flock to y ihe of Honour 


Janosz Malterik reports from Budapest 


DESPITE ICY TEMPERATURES, 
two thousand Hungarian, German, 
Italian, Slovenian, Slovak, Czech, 
Swedish and English nazis mustered in 
Budapest on 14 February for their 13th 
annual so-called Day of Honour 
commemoration organised by Blood 
and Honour Hungaria. 

The Day of Honour that the nazis 
were celebrating was 11 February 1945 
when, under the command of Hitler’s 
SS General Karl Pfeffer von 
Wildenbruch, tens of thousands of 
German and Hungarian soldiers 
attempted to break out of the Red 
Army’s encirclement of Budapest. Only 
a few hundred succeeded in reaching 
the German-Hungarian front line, at 
that time in the Pilis Hills about 40km 
from Budapest. The majority of those 
involved in the operation, including 
Wildenbruch, were killed or taken 
prisoner. 

As in previous years, the ceremony 
and march took place at Heroes’ Square 
in the centre of Budapest. Although 
B&H Hungaria was banned in 2005, its 
flags and symbols were everywhere. 

An attempt to reinvent the 
organisation under the name Pax 
Hungarica failed in 2006. As in 
previous years a “private person” 
lodged the application for the 
event. This turned out to be 
Janos Endre Domonkos, a 
man inextricably linked with 
nazi meetings in Hungary 
and with the leadership of 
B&H Hungaria. 

The police left the _ 
nazis in complete 4 
control of the part 
of Heroes’ Square 
allocated to the rally 
and allowed them 
to decide which 
journalists toe allow 
between two cordons. 
This outrageous fav- 
ouring of the nazis was 
a slap in the face for the 
tule of law and 
democracy. 


SS General Karl Pfeffer 
von Wildenbruch 


Two dozen anti-fascists caused some 
disruption to the beginning of the cere- 
mony, but they soon grew silent. That 
left the square to the assembled nazis 
and a further 200 sympathisers standing 
behind the outer cordon, who listened 
to speeches, applauded and sang the 
Hungarian national anthem and all the 
verses of the German national anthem 
including the banned ones. 

Speeches were given by Domonkos 
and his deputy Zoltan Illés, the senile, 
mumbling Hungarist historian and 
theologian Janos Tudés Takacs, the 
British nazi Stephen Swinfen, a 
representative of the “national resistance 
of Italy” belonging to Skins4Skins, 
Kristian Nordvall of the Swedish 
Resistance Movement and the German 
Ralf Tegethoff, a would-be pipe bomber 
and former member of the banned 
Wiking Jugend who is now a member 
of the nazi National Democratic Party. 

Other well known nazi activists from 
Germany included Matthias Fischer 
and the frequently convicted Young 
National Democrats thug Norman 
Bordin. They carried banners from the 
Kameradschaft Nuremberg, the German- 
Hungarian Friends’ Circle and one with 
the words “Frontline city Munich”. 
A small group from the so-called British 
Freedom Fighters also attended. 

The Hungarians consisted largely 
, of a mob of renegades and split- 
offs from the Hungarian Guard - 
founded by BNP leader Nick Griffin's 

friends in Jobbik — led by Istvan Dosa, 
; _ the “64 Committee Youth 
>», Movement” led by Laszlé 
®% Toroczkai, and Géza 
. Kovacs’s Hungarian Self- 
», Defence, which dem- 
A onstrates frequently 
against “Jewish rule” 
and “Gypsy criminal- 
ity” and can drum up 
well over 2,000 sym- 
pathisers. In contrast to 
B&H Hungaria, these 


ments” do not currently 
have many international 
links but that could 
change with B&H’s 
help. ~<a 


Hungarian “national move- . 


Far-right 
youth leader 
suspected of 
robbery 


By Mikael Ekman for EXPO 
in Stockholm 


THE CHAIRMAN OF. the _ far-right 
Sweden Democrats’ (SD) youth organ- 
isation is a suspect in a political robbery. 
Erik Almqvist (pictured) is one of four 
SD members accused of stealing a bag 
from an undercover reporter for the 
radio program Kaliber. 

The reporter, Caroline Stenman, 
posed as an SD member for six months 
on behalf of Kaliber, an investigative 
radio programme, but was exposed 
while on a cruise to the Estonian capital 
Tallinn with around 30 members of the 
SD’s youth organisation, party secretary 
Bjorn Sdder and the party leader 
Jimmie Akesson on 9 January. 

Writing afterwards in the tabloid daily 
Expressen Stenman reported that she 
was sitting in a ferry cabin with several 
other SD members when Sdder became 
suspicious and bent forward to whisper 
to Akesson who was sitting beside her. 
She and several others were then sent 
out of the cabin while discussions 
took place. 

When the discussions were over, she 
says, Almqvist asked her to accompany 
him and two other men to a cabin 
where he confronted her. She tried to 
escape but Almqvist stood in her way 
and pushed her back into the cabin, 
demanding to search her bag, which 
contained a hidden camera. When she 
refused, he snatched it. 

Stenman eventually managed to 
escape from the cabin and fled, but 
without her bag. When the ferry 
returned to Stockholm the police 
were waiting. According to Expressen, 
the four SD members are being 
investigated on suspicion of robbery 
or theft. 

All four claim innocence and Almqvist 
initially denied all knowledge of the 


_ incident. At the time he was unaware 


that Stenman had recorded it with a 
hidden tape recorder. When Kaliber 
revealed the recording’s existence, 


Almqvist changed his tune and 
admitted that he was in the cabin with 
Stenman but denied taking her bag. 

A press release from the SD’s youth 
outfit described Kaliber's tactics as 
“state political harassment of the worst 
kind” and promised that it will take legal 
action against both Swedish Radio and 
Stenman. “The fact that it is state media 
which lies behind the spying against 
Sweden Democrats Youth is, of course, 
especially serious and is a strong reason 
for questioning the supposed 
independence of state media,’ the 
statement complained. 

Sanna_ Klinghoffer, producer of 
Kaliber, who was also on the trip, has 
explained to the press why _ her 
managing editor sent a reporter into 
the SD with a false identity. “We wanted 
to see if what they say externally 
harmonised with what they say behind 
closed doors. This was the only way.” 


‘TALY Priest blesses new 
fascist headquarters 


By Alfio Bernabei ‘“ 


ARMED WITH STICKS and 
metal bars, with helmets on their 
heads, three hundred fascists staged 
a paramilitary march through the 
town of Bergamo, in northern Italy. 
Menacingly they shouted: “Where 
are the anti-fascists? Where are the 
anti-fascists?”. Many had their faces 
covered; they were ready for a fight. 

At the head of the march, acting 
like a commander-in-chief, was 
the former terrorist and leader 
of Forza Nuova (FN), Roberto 
Fiore. Last year he announced 
the setting up of “sentries for the 
people”. On this occasion his men 
behaved more like soldiers: “Ranks 
of eight! Ranks of eight!” 
They intoned the Italian national 
anthem with that verse that sticks 
out: “We are ready to die!” and shouted 
“Death to the one who quits! Our battle 
cry!”, Mussolini’s favourite slogan. 

The march was organised to mark the 
inauguration of FN’s new headquarters 
in the town. In good Catholic tradition 
a blessing was needed. And a priest was 
at hand. Who else but Father Giulio 
Tam, who never fails to turn up at 
fascist events that give him the chance 
to make the stiff-arm salute. 

Father Tam is revered by Spanish 
falangistas as well as by the fascists of 
FN and Fiamma Tricolore in his home 
country. A militant in the MSI in his 
youth (the postwar fascist party), he calls 
Mussolini “the martyr who deserves to 
become a saint”. Wearing what he 
describes as a “longer black shirt” he 
celebrates Mass at Mussolini’s annual 
commemoration in the dictator’s burial 
place in Predappio before hundreds of 
nazis who gather to pay tribute around 
the tomb with the “eternal flame”. 
He gives his blessing to the most fervent 
of them who carry a five-metre wooden 
cross on their shoulders. 

Speaking at FN conferences Father 
Tam exhorts militants to take their 
example from the “civilising missions” 
of ancient Roman legions, demands the 
repatriation of immigrants and warns 
against the “world plan of anti- 
Christian forces ready to invade us”. 
He identifies himself with the 
Lefebvrian movement that counts 


ea i 


Roberto Fiore’s fascists march through Bergamo 
looking for a fight 


among its members Richard 
Williamson, the Holocaust-denying 
bishop recently reinstated by the Pope. 

In Bergamo, Fiore, the priest and 
their vociferous fascist army enjoyed full 
police protection. It was the anti-fascists 
who came under attack. They had 
gathered for a counter demonstration to 
condemn the local authority for 
allowing the opening of the FN 
headquarters, but were under no 
illusions. Since the bloody events in 
Genoa in 2001, which took place under 
the second Berlusconi government and 
saw some policemen behaving like 
Pinochet’s thugs (all police chiefs have 
since been acquitted — some actually 
promoted), there have been plenty of 
rumours that  neo-fascists have 
multiplied in the police force. 

Some of the police action in Bergamo 
was caught on film. In one scene a 
blaspheming policeman can be seen 
pressing his boot on the neck of an anti- 
fascist protester pinned to the floor and 
calling him “a piece of shit”. 

Inside his new headquarters, sprinkled 
with holy water, Fiore was proclaiming 
victory. “We have demonstrated that no 
one can stop us’, he boasted, before 
addressing the issue of race. “Our country 
are the Italians, not an accumulation of a 
hundred races with everyone having a 
different god and different habits, he 
proclaimed”. A blessing on every word 
from Father Tam, no doubt. ~—q 
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Far right emerges stronger from 
regional elections 


From Martin Jordan for UNITED in Vienna 


THE LATE JORG HAIDER’S far-right 
Alliance for the Future of Austria (BZO) 
took 44.9% of the vote in his former 
stronghold of Carinthia in regional 
elections on 1. March, while in 
Salzburg the only party that had 
anything to celebrate was Heinz 
Christian Strache’s Freedom Party 
(FPO) with 13%, an'increase of 4.3%. 

The Social Democrats (SPO) lost 
their dominant position in Salzburg 
but will remain the strongest party 
with 39.4%, followed by _ the 
conservative Austrian People’s Party 
(OVP). The internally troubled SPO also 
retained second place in Carinthia 
with 28.8%, down almost 10%, 
followed by the OVP with 16.8%. 

The meltdown of the centre-left in 
Carinthia and the rise of the extreme 
right in Salzburg cast a dark cloud over 
the forthcoming European election. 

Media pollsters had predicted a 
neck-and-neck race between the far 
right and centre-left in Carinthia and 
were forced to experience the truth of 
the “Carinthia is different” motto of 
Austria's southernmost state, which 


\y UNION 
TOOLKIT 


UNITY IS STRENGTH 


a union guide to fighting racism 
and fascism in the workplace 


Wir-le(n6lay(e)ay aa(-ialekxe)met-y-1cq al ife]aluat-to e) cole [6a -Yo fy volo)| dime) 
help unions combat attempts by the BNP to 

(yo) (el imidarou cara =xss(o)aralarenel con aiare cree) ale) anita 

insecurity. Comprising a 28-page magazine and 

12-minute DVD, the toolkit is packed with useful 
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ivoy-]are) anZe)nylarepaatsjanlel-layr-l are, 
background facts about the BNP. 


Haider governed until his drink- 
driving demise in October 2008. 

Haider led the FPO’s until he broke 
away and launched the BZO in 2005. 

It is graphic and macabre proof of 
how his personal status and malign 
demagogic influence in Carinthia 
reaches beyond the grave that the 
FPO he quit has now lost most of its 
vote and all its seats in the regional 
parliament. 

The new leader of the BZO is the less 
charismatic Gerhard D6rfler, who 
prompted an international row by 
making a racist joke at a press 
conference earlier this year. Dérfler 
has upheld Haider’s appalling decision 
to isolate “suspected criminal” asylum 
seekers in remote “special institutions” 
to protect the local population. Stefan 
Petzner, the BZO’s campaign manager, 
who was a close friend of Haider, calls 
this an “interim solution” until the 
people concerned can be deported. 

The election results reflect the 
general rightward shift in Austria since 
the general election of 2008 when the 
SPO and OVP suffered heavy losses 


and the FPO and BZO gained 
increased influence after conducting 
extremely xenophobic campaigns. 

These far-right parties have 
successfully taken up issues such as 
the “labour market” that were 
traditionally the province of the left. 
Worse still, the fears generated by the 
economic crisis are giving a boost to 
nationalist ideologies and the 
moderate parties appear to be 
powerless to contain them. 

Both the FPO and the BZO will now 
line up for the European parliament 
election. The FPO has sat in the EU 
parliament since 1996 and is widely 
expected to gain seats in June. 
The FPO has also tried to lead the way 
in creating a parliamentary bloc of 
European far-right parties. One result 
of these efforts was the ill-fated 
Identity, Tradition, Sovereignty group 
in the EU parliament, which collapsed 
due to the incompatibility of the 
diverse European far-right groups that 
comprised it. Hopefully, a similar 
destiny awaits any attempt to create a 
successor. ~—a 
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Cheques for all goods made payable to Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford, |G5 ONG 
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A NIGHT FOR 
SEARCHLIGHT 


MONDAY 27 APRIL 
TUC CONGRESS CENTRE 


23-28 Great Russell Street 
London WE I 


Doors open 6.45pm, starts at 7.30pm 
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sporting outfitters of intellectual distinction 


HOPE not hate © 
starter pack 


Begin the 2009 campaign with your friends, colleagues and 
neighbours. For just £5 you can get a HOPE not hate Starter 
Pack. This will give you 100 leaflets, 10 sign-up cards, a couple of 
posters, HOPE not hate badges and a briefing sheet, giving you 
all the basic facts and arguments you need to begin to engage 
others in the campaign. 

We will only stop the BNP from winning seats to the European 
Parliament if we get everyone who opposes their politics of hate 
to get active and vote. The Starter 
Pack is an ideal first step. 
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HOPE not hate material visit 


Return to: HOPE not hate, PO Box 1576 Ilford IG5 ONG, www.hopenothate.org.u k 3 
Make cheques payable to 'Searchlight' fo] aidiatey 020 7681 8660 
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